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HABONIM 
CAMP AMAL 


is located in the foothills of 
Connecticut near Durham, 92 
miles from New York City on 
a large 120 acre site contain- 
ing facilities for sports, swim- 
ming, hiking, and scouting. 


CAMP AMAL 

is equipped with a large 
dining hall, facilities for food 
storage, refrigeration, and 
cooking. The kitchen is 
geared for the strict observa- 
tion of Kashrut. 


CAMP AMAL 

is operated by Habonim La- 
bor Zionist Youth. The edu- 
cational staff will include 
Israeli Hebrew teachers and 
youth leaders and will be 
augmented by guest lecturers 
drawn from the ranks of 
those most prominent in Jew- 
ish life today. The technical 
staff will include a registered 
nurse, an accredited life- 
guard, and an experienced 
cook. 


CAMP AMAL 

provides each camper with a 
wonderful summer camping 
experience, out of doors, in 
an environment of young 
people actively working, play- 
ing, and studying together. 


CAMP AMAL 

opens its registration to He- 
brew speaking members of 
Habonim and a number of 
non-members who are from 
12 to 18 years of age. The 
season will extend for six 
weeks from July 9 to August 
20. Campers are accepted 
only for the entire season. 
An interview with each ap- 
plicant will be arranged upon 
receipt of the preliminary 
application. 








Habonim Camp Amal 
45 E. 17th Street 
New York 3, N. Y. 


Date 








Please register my child 





age. 





for the coming season. 
Tuition Rates: 
Members — $180.00 
Non-Members — $230.00 





(Signature of parents) 
Address 
City 
Tel. 
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LABOR ZIONIST PRESS 

se will take place 

is Tuesday Evening, June 20th, 1950 

¢ , in the 
Grand Ballroom of the HOTEL NEW YORKER ; 


The admission price of $20 will be used for the establishment of 
a PRESS FUND to promote these Labor Zionist publications. 
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Israel = Two Years 


oME DAY, children in Israel will wake up on 

Independence Day, thinking little of the his- 

toric significance of the anniversary, and rejoic- 
ing instead in a day off from school. 

Some day, men and women will stroll along 
the beach in Tel-Aviv concerned more with a 
day of ease than with patriotism. 

Some day, Independence Day will become 
a holiday, joyous, even solemn for an hour or 
two, but a date rather than a mile-stone. 

Some day—perhaps in 1960, or 1970—the 
Founding Fathers (and Mothers) will be uni- 
formly revered rather than occasionally reviled; 
to-day’s youth will reminisce about the fateful 
and heroic period they had known, and a girl 
who had been at Negba and a boy who had 
stormed the hills on the road to Jerusalem will 
compare notes for their indulgent grandchildren! 


The time will come when the fury of crea- 
tion wil! be succeeded by the quieter pace of an 
established and thriving land. No doubt there 
will still be parades and ceremonial speeches, but 
Israel will be able to celebrate its anniversary 
without the present fierce consciousness of great 
things done and great things to be done. 


Bvt THE sEconp birthday is still an occasion 

for exalted stock-taking. The accolade of 
statistics which welcomed the anniversary in- 
dicates the scope of the State’s achievements in 
the brief period since its establishment: a popu- 
lation that rose from 650,000 in 1948 to 1,100,- 
000 by April 23, 1950; 400,000 immigrants from 
45 countries; 190 new settlements; a 20% re- 
duction in the cost of living; a 20% increase in 
agricultural production; and so on, and so on. 
The figures in every field are breath taking; 1949 
—the Year of the Ingathering—matches in mar- 
vel, 1948—the Year of the Victory. 


Yet the wonder is not without worry. If 
one rejoices about the emptying of the D.P. 
Camps and the liquidation of Galut Yemen, one 
remembers also the 90,000 immigrants still in 
the tents of the Reception Centers, and the many 
thousands who must come from Irak before the 
year’s end. 


If one delights in the new settlements in the 
desert sand of the Negev or the stony hills of 
Galilee, one recalls also the far larger stretches 
which must still be redeemed and fructified. 


If one takes pride in the Compulsory Ed- 
ucation Law, the first of its kind in the Middle 
East, one thinks, too, of the schools that have to 


be built and the teachers that must be trained 
for the many-tongued influx. 


Topay in 1950, what is the score? 


Internally, despite the tremendous difficul- 
ties of absorbing the new immigrants, Israel can 
report progress. No less challenging to the State 
than the provision of shelter and employment 
to its growing population has been the problem 
of reconciling clashing ideologies and traditions. 
One must not forget that the State was con- 
ceived by passionate dogmatics. The men and 
women who played dominant parts in the re- 
alization of Zionism were impelled by social vi- 
sions, religious hopes and frequently conflicting 
world views. This conflict presented a supreme 
test of the maturity of Israel’s people and the 
statesmanship of its leaders. In the past year we 
have seen with what wisdom and self-discipline 
Prime Minister Ben Gurion and his coalition 
cabinet have succeeded in resolving crises which 
threatened the structure of the government. The 
dreaded kultur-kampf with the orthodox bloc 
has been averted not out of a craven yielding 
to “theocratic” rule but by virtue of a compro- 
mise between secular and religious authority, re- 
stricting each to its province. 


The delay in adopting a Constitution has been 
prompted by a desire to avoid premature strati- 
fication of the legal structure of the country. 
The Parliamentary majority, led by Mapai, has 
wisely felt that a developing country should be 
permitted to meet its problems in the light of 
its independent experience rather than through a 
strict adherence to the rigid formulas of either 
the right or the left. 


The passage of the Investment Bill to en- 
courage the influx of foreign private capital was 
another indication of the Government’s readi- 
ness to subordinate ideological dreams to the 
country’s urgent needs. Such realism on the 
part of a Labor Government is not a retreat; 
the recognition of the possible is the first step 
toward achieving the impossible. A reversal of 
the process results in empty slogans and ineffec- 
tual action. 


N THE INTERNATIONAL front, Israel com- 
pletes its second year as an accepted member 

of the community of nations. On May 11, 1949 
Israel was admitted to the United Nations, and 
the blue-and-white flag of Zion rose among the 
floating banners at Lake Success. Sixty coun- 
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tries, including three Moslem lands, have recog- 
nized Israel. 

In the councils of peoples, the small State 
of Israel has consistently striven to be indepen- 
dent rather than passively neutral. It has refused 
to become the blind satellite of either the West- 
ern or the Eastern bloc, but at the same time it 
has not avoided the responsibility of taking a 
position in controversial issues. As Israel’s voting 
record indicates, its stand has never been a me- 
chanical identification with one side, or an equal- 
ly mechanical “neutrality”. Israel voted or ab- 
stained as an “independent”, weighing each issue 
on its merits, and considering especially the effect 
of its vote on world peace. An honest examina- 
tion of Israel’s record at the sessions of the U.N. 
makes this clear. 

In the question of Jerusalem, Israel has suf- 
fered no actual reverse. Despite the passage on 
December 9, 1949 of the unfortunate United 
Nations Resolutions to internationalize Jerusa- 
lem, the “Eternal Capital” has not been relin- 
quished. The Knesset holds its sessions in the 
New City, and Jerusalem continues its marvel- 
lous recovery from the horror of the siege. 

The recent decision of the Trusteeship 
Council to refer the disputed Resolution to the 
two occupying governments, Jordan and Israel, 
is a victory for the Jewish State’s position. Ap- 
parently, the Trusteeship Council is aware of 
the futility of seeking to internationalize Jeru- 
salem against the will of the peoples on the spot. 
The issue will probably have to be returned to 
the next session of the General Assembly. This 
again demonstrates that the stubborn valor of 
Israel in the face of apparently insurmountable 
obstacles is not intransigeance but its peculiar 


brand of realism. 


‘THE MOST DISQUIETING element in the present 

picture is the re-armament of the Arab States. 
Israel has amply demonstrated her courage, re- 
sourcefulness and statesmanship. But we can- 
not ignore the malevolent import of the jet planes 
and bombers that England is shipping to Egypt 
and other Arab countries. Israel, at present, has 
only armistice agreements with the Arab States; 
no peace-treaties have as yet been signed despite 
Israel’s repeatedly declared readiness for con- 
clusive peace terms. 

It is obvious that the Arab States, stimulated 
by the shipment of heavy arms, are spoiling for 
a “second round.” Peace negotiations between 
Abdullah and Israel were suddenly suspended at 
the order of the Arab League which passed a 
resolution at its Cairo sessions banning separate 
peace negotiations by member states. The latest 
action of the Arab League has been to decline 
to negotiate with Israel unless Israel first agreed 
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to accept the 1947 Partition Resolution—th,. 
very resolution which the Arab League sought 
to destroy by armed conflict in 1948. Such an 
outrageous demand indicates the temper of the 
recently defeated invaders. 

It would be idle to pretend that Arab threats 
and Arab arms are no cause for alarm. Isra¢ 
has great, constructive tasks before her. She will 
fulfill them, but every peace-loving nation ip 
the world has a stake in the peace of Israel, If 
lawlessness and agression are again permitted to 
ignite the Middle East, Israel will again defend 
her people, her borders, and her historic purpose, 
But who can tell how far the sparks of con. 
flagration may spread? 

In return for the valiant idealism with which 
Israel has quickened a tired and cynical world, 
the community of civilized nations owes Israel 
the stoppage of the arms race in the Middle East; 
the penalty for aggression should be made ob- 
vious before the crime. 

Yes, in 1950, there are both wonder and 
worry, but the wonder is more than the worry, 
and the hope for the future is bounded only by 
the good will of men—Jews and non-Jews— 
everywhere. 


The Soviet Reversal 


Soviet Russia’s sudden reversal of its position 

on the internationalization of Jerusalem 
drives the last nail in the coffin of that unhappy 
attempt. Whatever may be Russia’s motive, 
it is clear that neither the Trusteeship Council 
nor the next session of the General Assembly is 
likely to seek to force the implementation of the 
Resolution now that the Soviet has joined the 
United States and Great Britain in their opposi- 
tion to the present plan. The ostensible reason 
for the Soviet change of heart, given by th 
Russian representative, is that the General As- 
sembly Resolution “does not satisfy the Arab 
or Jewish population of either Jerusalem or Pal- 
estine as a whole. In these circumstances the 
Government of the U.S.S.R. does not consider 
it possible to continue its support of the above- 
mentioned resolution of the General Assembly.’ 

Since neither Israel nor Jordan had at any 
time left room for doubt as to their sentiments 
the Soviet explanation is mystifying rather thas 


enlightening. The act itself, however, is mos} 


welcome and will contribute to greater clarity 
and good sense in the solution of the questio 
of Jerusalem. Israel’s consistent espousal of : 
plan based on the consent of the people of Jerv 
salem but with provision for an internation 
trusteeship of Holy Places still offers the firmes 
ground for agreement. 


} 
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Milton Steinberg, 731 


by Judah Goldin 


n Monpay, March 20, 1950, the morning 
after Rosh Hodesh Nisan, at 6:30, Rabbi 
Milton Steinberg died. He was 46 years old, and 
in part had been living on borrowed time for the 
last seven years of his life thanks to his wife’s con- 
stant watchfulness. Several hours before he 
took his last breath in the oxygen tent, he felt 
his strength beginning to fail, and so recited a 
form of the traditional Viddui: “I acknowledge 
before Thee, Lord my God and God of my fa- 
thers, that both my recovery and my death are 
in Thy hand. May it be Thy will to heal me al- 
together; yet if it is death which Thou hast set 
down as my sentence, I receive it in love out of 
Thy hand. May my dying be an atonement for 
all the sins, iniquities, transgressions which I have 
committed and been guilty of before Thee. 
Vouchsafe to me of the abundant reward which 
is stored away for the righteous. Teach me the 
way of life: in Thy presence is fulness of joy, 
at Thy right hand are eternal pleasures. 

“O Father of the fatherless, defender of the 
widow, be a shield about my beloved kin with 
whose souls my own is knit. Into Thy hand I 
commend my spirit: Thou hast redeemed me, 
Lord God of truth. Amen, Amen. 

“The Lord is King; the Lord has always been 
King; the Lord will be King forever and ever. 

“Blessed be His glorious majesty forever and 
ever. 

“The Lord is God. 

“Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord 
is One.” 

Even after this confession, however, Milton 
continued trying very hard to breathe, and once 
or twice even waved his hand encouragingly to 
his wife and sons. Later, in death, his face showed 
some sign of fatigue, but no trace of disquiet or 
anxiety. 

No eulogy was delivered at the funeral service, 
as he had instructed long before his last illness. 
Several of his favorite psalms were read and 
chanted. At his bedside, before he was taken to 
the synagogue, his older son, Jonathan, read from 
the Prayer-Book selections of which Milton had 
been especially fond, and in the synagogue, after- 
wards, the boy read a passage from Marcus Au- 
relius which his father had often turned to: 

“Man, thou hast been a citizen in this World- 
City, what matters it to thee if for five years or 
a hundred? For under its laws equal treatment 
is meted out to all. What hardship then is there 


in being banished from the city, not by a tyrant 
or an unjust judge but by Nature who settled 
thee in it? So might a praetor who commissions 
a comic actor, dismiss him from the state. But 
I have not played my five acts, but only three. 
Very possibly, but in life three acts count as a 
full play. For he, that is responsible for thy 
composition originally and thy dissolution now, 
decides when it is complete. But thou art re- 
sponsible for neither. Depart then with a good 
grace, for he that dismisses thee is gracious.” 

The synagogue was filled with members of 
the congregation, representatives of many Jew- 
ish institutions, communal and scholarly, rab- 
binical colleagues, churchmen of various Chris- 
tian denominations, and hundreds of men and 
women, prominent and otherwise, who had met 
Milton Steinberg at some time or other, or had 
heard him preach, or attended his seminars, or 
read his books and articles, or had on occasion 
come to him for counsel. There were many 
people who could not get into the synagogue 
for lack of room; some were in the hallways, 
some stood in the rain outside the building. One 
lady who could not get through the crowd ap- 
pealed to an usher, ‘‘Please let me in, I’m Milton’s 
friend.” And he said to her, “My dear, every- 
one here is Milton’s friend.” 

Milton Steinberg was brought to Mount Hope 
cemetery, and a brief service was read as the 
casket was lowered into the grave. Almost every- 
one standing by, men and women, joined in the 


Kaddish. 


To A LarcE degree, the influence Milton Stein- 

berg enjoyed was the result of the largeness 
(perhaps I should say, largess) of his abilities. 
His preaching, for example. A sermon seemed 
to him the synagogue’s way of articulating what 
was of contemporary urgency, analyzing the 
propositions involved, finally correlating the dis- 
cussion with the teaching of Jewish tradition. 
How deadly this sounds! But listening to the 
man preach, on the other hand, one was suddenly 
caught by the seriousness of the theme, the in- 
tellectual earnestness at analysis and expression, 
the sum of learning he had drawn upon. There 
was such an absence of affectation, such a total 
omission of mannerisms, and at the same time 
such fervent and complete preoccupation with 
idea and moral implication, that a first many 
people in his congregation were bewildered (this 








6 
was unlike any rabbi they had heard!). Later, 


in no other rabbi whom they listened to could 
they find that texture of the spoken word which 
they had begun to associate with a house of wor- 
ship. It might be a sermon on Saadya: in that 
case there would be not only a brief historical 
survey, a presentation of the works and achieve- 
ments of the Gaon, a testing of his philosophical 
reasoning, liberal extracts from the Emunot Ve- 
deot. In the end, the sermon would also be a 
reflection on the conditions for Jewish leader- 
ship in every age and an estimate of what has 
been happening in our own times. It might be a 
series of sermons on Reconstructionism: in which 
event he would present alternative interpreta- 
tions of Judaism, test their consistency and ap- 
plicability, proceeding with his favorite “In the 
first place, in the second place, in the third place,” 
and so on, refer to contemporary Jewish life, 
propose what in Reconstructionism seemed to 
him right and criticize what he regarded as its 
limitations. Whatever the sermon—for under 
no Circumstance is this intended as a catalogue 
of the different kinds of sermon Milton delivered 
—one always knew that he was listening to a 
man who spoke with respect and love for ideas 
and words and the genuine human needs as he 
saw them. There would be no artifice, let alone 
anything meretricious. I know that on principle 
he never sent to newspapers unsolicited excerpts 
from his sermons, so that he might be “‘quoted” 
in the press. “These are publicity devices,” was 
how he dismissed the subject. 


Actually, almost all the elements present in his 
preaching recur in his four books and innumer- 
able articles; and no doubt would also have ap- 
peared in the manuscripts he did not live to 
complete and books he planned to write—a novel 
on Gomer, the prophet Hosea’s wife; an anatomy 
of faith; a detailed study of the current theolo- 
gical speculations of Jewish intellectuals; re- 
searches in Hellenistic ideas in Palestinian Juda- 
ism. For in his books too there is that same 
eagerness for the central idea, that same insistence 
upon logical structure, that same scrupulousness 
towards the material, that same cleanliness of 
mind which made him once and again return to 
primary sources and never shoplift textbook 
notions; that same ambition to connect what 
he was describing with the needs of contempo- 
rary Judaism and Jews. This last was true even 
of his historical novel, As a Driven Leaf. The 
subject of Elisha ben Abuyah attracted him be- 
cause he himself knew to what strain faith can 
be put; and when he had Elisha say in the end 
that “the processes of life overflow the vessels of 
reason, that the most meaningful elements in 
human experience . . . are not matters to be 
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determined by syllogisms,” he was not merely 
vindicating a statement he put into the mouth 
of Johanan ben Zakkai in the prologue (‘Ther 
is no Truth without Faith. There is no Tru, 
unless first there be a Faith on which it may 
based”) ; but he was exhorting his congregation 
the Seminary students who came to him fo; 
theological orientation, and his readers, Apn( 
people trusted his books, his views and argy. 
mentation, not because they always agreed with 
him—some of his sharpest disagreements wer 
with his closest friends and he never disguised 
the fact that he was a partisan. People trusted 
that is, treated carefully and seriously, what he 
wrote and said because they discerned the fa. 
tidiousness of his vocabulary and intent. This 
was certainly the nature and in all likelihood 
the source of his eloquence. 


Pvt IN TERMs of character, the most eloquent 

thing about the man was his integrity. Wha 
a fantastic word! Who is not a man of integrity? 
Our souls today being the complicated, contri. 
dictory, discordant, disheveled entities they are, 
who can say what integrity is, who will declar 
another man deficient in it? Let’s leave that 
function where it belongs in the first place, with} 
the good Lord. In the meantime, with our frac. 
tured wits we observe our fellowmen, acquain- 
tances, friends, enemies, strangers, if only t) 
determine what kind of relationship we dar 
establish with them. 


Whatever else the relationship included with 
Milton Steinberg—affection, instruction, coun: 
sel—one thing was always sure to be there—in- 
tegrity, as I have said. Tokbo kebaro, or, as! 
think he would have liked to translate this rab- 
binic expression (despite the shade of difference 
which the Greek perhaps intended), the out 
ward and the inward man were at one. Toward 
one thing he was an intransigent antagonist: de 
viousness, intellectual dishonesty. He knew whi 
it meant to be lacerated in spirit: witness hi} 
moving description of Feierberg in The Makin 
of the Modern Jew. He was all compassion to 
ward those who get trapped in the region “0 
chaos and void, when the boundaries grew cor: 
fused / Between beginnings and ends, betwee 
annihilation and creation, between age ani 
youth” (the translation of these Bialik lines 1 
his). But this was an altogether different thin 
from cunning, from duplicity, from adroit avo: 
dance of certain commitments for the sake o 
expedience, from retreating into generalitié 
when the specific was called for. I am told tht 
last winter Milton had to officiate at the funerd} 
of some man who in the course of his life hai 
been guilty of many moral outrages. The syn 
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gogue, it seems, was filled with hundreds of men 
and women who came because this had been a 
man of power and far-reaching influence. Some, 
unquestionably, must have been curious to hear 
what a rabbi would say about a person of whose 
character they knew little good. Milton said— 
| later heard—something like this: Here lies a 
failure, a man whom everyone apparently feared 
and hardly anyone loved, a man who thought 
only of getting power for himself and of ways 
to increase that power. I don’t pretend that 
these are Milton’s words, but this is the substance 
of what was told me. This and one thing more: 
in reviewing the man’s life, Milton suggested 
that perhaps some tragic personal experiences 
twisted this life into what it had become. In 
any event, the last I heard of this incident was 
that the family and several business associates of 
the dead man later called Milton to thank him 
for his words, his courage, and his attempt at 
understanding; for the first time, they said, they 
thought they could make out why the man might 
have become what he was. 


HEN ALL such things are told, when one thinks 
of additional achievements for the benefit 

of his congregation, for the benefit of every 
kind of Jewish institution so long as its purposes 
seemed to him affirmative, for the benefit of 
Zionism, the American Jewish community as a 
whole, the scores of students who flocked to him, 
the variety of men and women who visited him 








regularly on Sabbath afternoons, the dignitaries 
whose speeches he wrote or whose books he re- 
vised—when all such things are told and more, 
what emerges? Nothing human, I’m afraid. 
Heaven help me, Milton has become a subject 
for an essay, an object with just enough extra- 
ordinary features as to seem almost a plaster bust. 
If he had been less of a ‘‘mensch,” it would hard- 
ly matter in the long run. 

But in this case, as everyone who knew Milton 
would protest, and as the organic relation be- 
tween his character and abilities testifies, it would 
be monstrous to forget all the graciousness, na- 
Ivete, wit, and affection of the man. For these 
qualities made his integrity contagious. Was ever 
a rabbi less officious? I’ve heard members of his 
synagogue refer to him, of course, as our rabbi, 
or Rabbi Steinberg. Mostly however he was their 
Milton. Perhaps, after all, this was a Park Ave- 
hue version of “My father, my father, chariot 
of Israel!” 

“Milton Steinberg,” begins the testimonial 
statement published two years ago, when the 
Synagogue celebrated the fifteenth anniversary 
of their association with their rabbi, “. . . is a 
man of great warmth of heart”; and it concludes, 
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“His brilliance is evident, his ability patent. It 
is more, however, because he is the understand- 
ing comforter and advisor of his flock, the com- 
passionate friend to his people, the exemplar of 
the good life, that his congregation calls itself 
blessed.” I am confident such sentiments pleased 
him. ‘Flatter me some more,” he used to quote 
Schechter, “I love it.” But his comments on 
occasions when he was honored were always a 
compound of delight and amazement. The stunt 
of protesting modesty, of presumptuous self- 
effacement, he never acquired. “Derlebt a tag,” 
he said to me on my first visit to his house in the 
country; “my father came from Suwalk and 
I have an apartment in town and a country 
house. Fency schmency!” When he was given 
his honorary degree by the Seminary, he wrote, 
“It really was a very solemn experience, being 
knighted, and Finky went off on a wild flight 
in the citation. I give a look and it’s me who 
am Moshe rabbenu.” 


Bet EvEN with anecdotes, or phrase-lifting 

from his letters, I am mutilating a portrait. 
One ought to carry in his mind whole scenes of 
the man. Milton in the pulpit singing slightly 
off-key, and smiling to some congregant whose 
eve he caught; Sabbath afternoons in his apart- 
ment, after his shabbos nap, when the books in 
his livingroom and hallway caught the first signs 
of dusk, and Milton held forth enthusiastically 
about some book (though being interrupted by 
everyone, so that he shouts finally, “Gewald, 
give a guy a chance to finish a sentence!”). Or 
seeing him in the country, as he pointed to flow- 
ers he had planted, after a morning at his desk 
either studying or writing, and hearing him say, 
“Nebbich, I’m leading such a hard life. Auf 
alle Yiddishe kinder gesagt!” Or sitting with 
him at his small desk and reading a passage of 
Ecclesiastes: 


Because man goeth to his long home, 

And the mourners go about the streets; 

Before the silver cord is snapped asunder, 

And the golden bowl is shattered, 

And the pitcher is broken at the fountain, 

And the wheel falleth shattered into the pit; 
And the dust returneth to the earth as it was, 
And the spirit returneth unto God who gave it. 


Or studying Job with him, and suddenly he 
looks up and says: “You know the ideal way to 
die? Reading Job with the Driver and Gray 
commentary. But who can be so lucky? Let’s 
go on: ‘Then the Lord answered Job out of the 
whirlwind, and said: Who is this that darkeneth 
counsel, by words without knowledge? Gird up 
now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of 


> 99 


thee, and declare thou unto Me’. 
Or again, coming to him with a heavy heart, 
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and gently he listens, mercifully he counsels, 
criticizes when he thinks there is error, and 
then with lovingkindness encourages, pleading 
all the while that we are sufficiently sinful even 
without self-recrimination, why encourage it? 

But if the conversation turned to him, or to 
the state of his health, then all one heard was 
either a grinning “Baruch Ha-Shem, this invalid 
life is really a flourishing existence”; or, as I’m 
told he said when he waved to his wife and sons 
shortly before he died, “Crazy Steinbergs, wav- 
ing to each other at a time like this!” 

This is still not the portrait that wonderful 
man deserves. So much—such is the treachery 
of the mind—lies buried at present under a deb- 
ris of emotion, neither the right words, nor even 
the clearest recollections, rise to the surface. 
What I see are his beautiful and active hands, 
the wrinkles around his eyes when he smiled; I 
hear him, as he faces the ark, reciting, ““O our 
God, guard our tongues from evil and our lips 
from speaking falsely.” I almost hear him as I 
read scattered passages of his works from which 
the plight of Israel and mankind was never ex- 
cluded, and in which his faith in God received 
unwavering expression: 

“Sometimes, when I think of Seraye, I want 
to hurl hard words at God, that terrible saying 
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of Abraham: ‘Shall the Judge of the whole earth 
not do justice?’, that soul-searing inquiry of th 
prophet: 
Thou, too pure of eyes to behold evil, 
Thou that canst not look on oppression, 
Wherefore hast Thou looked on when men did 
treachery 
And did hold Thy peace when the wicked swallows 
up the righteous? 


“Sometimes, on the other hand, I want to slip 
into some synagogue and say Kaddish, the prayer 
for the dead, not the familiar Kaddish but th 
Kaddish shel Hasidim, the Saints’ Kaddish, x 
solemn as the other but with its grief mor 
brightly illuminated by hope. I want to stand 
up and cry out over Seraye, over its dead, ove 
its handful of living: 

Yitgadal v’yitkaddash shmeb rabbah b’olmo di bn 
atid le-hithadata ... 

Magnified and sanctified be God’s great Name, ir 
the world which He is to create anew, in which th 
dead will live, and life be eternal, and Jerusalem 
rebuilt, and its shrine restored and heathenism k 
uprooted and the worship of the true God be st 
in its place, when the Holy One blessed be He wil 
establish His kingdom... ” 


Or I see him as he looked when he lay in bed 
with white yarmalke and tallit on. 


“My beloved is gone down into his garden.” 


Reflections on the Jewish Situation 
Part IV: THE JEW CONFRONTS AN AGE 
by Ludwig Lewisohn 


L* US SUPPOSE a Jew to have recognized the 

uniqueness of Jewish character and history; 
let us assume that he has sought, in order to ease 
heart and mind and to bring order into his 
thought and action, to re-identify himself with 
his people. Let us suppose him to have gained 
the insight that this self-redemptive effort is 
the pre-supposition of his own and his children’s 
survival. He knows at once that this inner 
change and spiritual act must sooner or later 
lead to other acts; it must lead to renewals and 
new forms; it must lead to a transformation of 
his whole life. There are Christians who come 
to similar conclusions out of similar experiences. 
More and more Jews are confronting this inner 
act of re-cognition and re-alliance within them- 
selves. But when they seek to draw the right 
inferences in action, when they set out to change 
their lives, they are met, from many quarters, 
including deceptively respectable ones, with the 
cry: “But you cannot do that in this world and 
age; do you think the clock can be set back? We 


are in the middle of the 20th century. Histon 
races on.” 

Ah yes, history races on; every age has been 
progressive. The Latin word from which pro- 
gressive comes, the verb progredior, means ti 
march forward. Forward—to what goal? A mut 
derer marches forward to the scene of his crime 


Forward movement in space or time has no virtu'} 


of its own. The quality of the goal of move 
ment determines the quality of the act. Peopk 
are foolishly proud of being, as the silly saying 
goes, forward-looking. To what do they loo 
forward? Usually to a multiplication of the sis 
and evils with which man is already afflicted. 
How well the great Pascal understood that thre 
centuries ago: ““Heedless we rush toward a pret 
pice, after we have placed between it and out: 
selves an object to keep us from seeing it.” 


People are frightened of things, of the atom} 
bomb, of the hydrogen bomb, or rockets anil 





1 Pascal. Pensees. No. 182. 
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e earth | lethal bacilli. But these are only dead things 
of the} under human control. It is the human control, 
the moral governance of things, the will of man 
that have gone awry. These are commonplaces 
of speech. They are admitted on a verbal plane. 
did | But so soon as someone proposes to change his 
attitudes and actions in accordance with these 
allowed admitted truths, the same old stupid cry meets 
him: “You cannot do that here and now.” Jews, 
to slip apparently good and intelligent Jews, issue a 
Prayer} plan for Jewish life. And the plan is full of those 
ut the} poisonous fallacies and self-deceptions. Beliefs 
ish, a} should be interpreted “in accordance with the 
Mort} knowledge of their times. So we must do today.” 
stand} We must do thus and so “because of changes in 
» Ovet! conditions and mental outlook”; we must plan 
Jewish life “under modern conditions.” 
di} What is the “knowledge” of these times? 
_| What are these “‘changes in conditions” and this 
th “modern outlook” which are to guide us? What 
lem | kind of a world is this, morally and intellectual- 
ism be} ly, which is to be our criterion of belief and 
be st} action? 
“—" Let us see what this world is like according 
1 bel °° the testimony of a few of the loftiest spirits 
in the realm of the world’s peoples, of the non- 
Jewish world. When, after an absence of six- 
den.”| teen years Thomas Mann reluctantly visited Ger- 
many, he said in his discourse at Frankfurt: ‘““To 
my dead son, a victim of this time of crisis, our 
great French friend, André Gide, said: ‘When 
young people come to me for advice I am so 
ashamed of my incompetence and helplessness 
and so embarrassed. They ask me whether there 
is any way out of this present crisis, whether 
there is any logic, any purpose, any meaning 
behind this utter confusion. But who am I to 
tory) give them an answer? I myself do not know.’ 
If Gide could speak so, had to speak so—who 
beet} am I to pretend to better knowledge? . . . How 
pf} man is to re-attain the blessing of moral author- 
S 0} ity, to some faith that is better than superstition 
nut} born of need, a wretched hiding-place of mere 
im! refuge in face of the Sphinx’s demanding glance 
rtut} —our helplessness before this question is great 
pve indeed,” 


¥ 


opl 
ing} But iT NEEDED not the second World War; it 
ook needed not the ultimate horrors to reveal to 


sis! elevated and sensitive spirits the character of our 
ted) civilization in this age. In 1938 Paul Valéry 
et} spoke thus to a group of French Collegians: 
cr} “Never has humanity united in itself so much 
ul'} power and so much confusion, so much anxiety 


| and so many mere toys, so much knowledge and 
“i so many uncertainties. Anxiety and futility 
Cs 

2 The Reconstructionist. Vol. XVI. No. 1. 

8 Thomas Mann. Ansprache im Goethejahr. 1950. 
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share our days between them. . . . Modern life 
tends to spare us all intellectual effort even as 
it spares us physical effort.”* That is doubtless 
the central practical insight, that most contem- 
porary men spare themselves intellectual effort. 
They cease to think. They repeat the rubber- 
stamped verbiage of so-called “progressivism,” 
like the excellent Jews quoted here. They yield 
to the age and its evils instead of arising to re- 
sist them. 

From neither Mann nor Valéry, artists of the 
first order though they are, may we expect a 
quite last word of analysis, though in that dis- 
course here quoted Mann trembles on the brink 
of it. We hear that last word uttered by the one 
great, lonely Russian soul of our time, by the 
philosopher Nicolas Berdyaev: “The crisis of 
culture cannot be surmounted by its own exclu- 
sive means, shaken as it is to the very founda- 
tions. We must of necessity turn to far deeper 
sources.” To those deeper sources Berdyaev de- 
scended and found the last word of wisdom for 
this world and this age: “Man is so made that 
he lives by faith in God, or else by faith in idols. 
When he loses his faith in God he falls into idol- 
atry. The cult of idols is found today in all 
areas: in science, in art, in the political, national, 
social forms of life. Thus communism, for in- 
stance, is an extreme form of social idolatry.’”® 

Do Jews need to be told that? Is it not written 
down on every page of the Torah? Were not 
a blessing and a curse set before Israel in the 
birth-hour of its history—a blessing “if ye obey 
the commandments of the Lord, your God... 
a curse, if ye will not obey” and “go after other 
gods?” Is not that alternative of Berdyaev the 
core and kernel of prophetic Judaism? ‘The ends 
of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.””® 
And there is, as here and there a few are coming 
to see, no other salvation, no other hope among 
men for justice or for freedom. Nor was this 
insight and this conviction ever lost in Israel un- 
til the other day, until Jews forgot their truth 
which a stricken world is seeking to recover, un- 
til, to express it in brief symbols, they exchanged 
Torah and Talmud’ for Darwin and Marx and 
intellectually cooperated in the downfall of that 
civilization which had once housed both Jew 
and Christian and had at least measurably kept 
at bay the nethermost forces of primordial bar- 
barism and horror. 

The house is in ruins. Dismay and terror are 
in the hearts of men. Let us add Buber’s analysis 





4 Paul Vaiéry. Variéte IV. 1938. 

5 N. Berdyaev. Au seuil de la nouvelle époque. 1947. 
6 N, Berdyaev, De L’Esprit bourgeois. 1949. 

7 Deut. XI. 26-8. 

8 Isaiah LII, 10. 

8 Cf. Makkoth 24a. 
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to those of Mann and Valéry: “The present situ- 
ation is marked by the confluence of cosmic and 
social homelessness, of terror in the face of the 
universe and of life which has given rise to a 
mood of loneliness which has probably never be- 
fore existed in this measure.””° In all contempo- 
rary thought, even in the domain of literary 
criticism, we find these words unconsciously re- 
echoed. Anxiety and alienation are the plaints 
that are offered. The poet cannot create in a 
world and a universe so shattered, so empty of 
values, so blood-soaked, so deserted by God and 
good. The novel is in a state of decay because 
there are no threads by which the human world 
is held together. Music crashes into cacophanies 
and painting jabs the eye because harmony 
would be falsehood and because the symmetry 
of the visible world has vanished to the eye that 
has lost faith and so abandoned form. It is clear 
to the most superficial observer that our civil- 
ization is in naked fact “shaken to its very 
foundations,” as Berdyaev wrote, and that, even 
in the-apparently half-stable West, in France, 
in England, in the United States, we are on the 
very brink of chaos of the heart and mind and 
of the classical purposes and aspirations of man. 


And this is the world to which the Jew is 
asked to conform; this is the world which he is 
asked to make his guide and criterion. This 
is that “modern” world, these are those “‘changed 
conditions” which are supposed to keep him 
from re-integrating himself with his people, 
with the sources of his being, with God against 
idolatry, with freedom against the slavery to 
idols and to terror and to death. There is an 
unfathomable malice in that satanic spirit of 
the time which seduces good but blinded men 
to tell Jews that they must not do this nor be- 
lieve that because it is not in conformity with 
the temper of this age of doom and of confu- 
sion. They are counselled not to arise and re- 
sist and seek to save what may yet be saved but 
to plunge into the horrors which have already 
destroyed six millions of their people. 


THis Is THE HARDEST thing to speak of. Yet it 

must be done. In the diary which André 
Gide kept during the German occupation of 
France he deplores that lack of sympathetic im- 
agination in people which causes them to accept 
coolly the sufferings of others which they them- 
selves ave not forced actually to undergo.” In 
that sharp form the reproach cannot be brought 
against American Jewry. From 1933 on and 
especially since 1938 thousands of hearts among 
us trembled and thousands of willing hands of 
help were stretched out. The political efforts 





10 M. Buber. Dialogisehes Leben. Problem des Menschen. 1947. 


JEwisH Fronnm 


put forth first against the Mandatory Power an 
next for the establishment of the State of Israe, 
the splendor of material generosity, unrivalla 
in all history—these unforgettable acts bore wit. 
ness or seemed to bear witness to a deep Vitality 
in the American Jewish community. But ye 
troubling circumstances followed: the slacken. 
ing of effort since the establishment of the Stat, 
of which more will be said hereafter, but aly 
and above all, the failure of American Jewry 
incorporate its experience in its thinking, 


How did that come about? How could thy 
come about? The psychical mechanisms jp. 
volved are simple and very, very human. Grey 
Positive gifts were doubtless given and grex 
positive acts of political agitation performed 
But the average Jew who gave to the Unitej 
Appeal and the average Jew who allied himself 
with some Zionist group did so in a spirit of 
avoidance and self-defence and hidden shame 
“Not of us be it said” and “‘absit omen” (‘‘unly. 
shriggen”) ; the thing must be stopped and alk. 
viated lest it spread and reach us . . . and wy 
jests were made to ward off fear and there wa 
a great whistling in the dark. And now it i 
over, over and we can go on worshipping idol 
in a reasonably comfortable world. It is for thi 
reason and this reason alone that Jews can stil 
be told to conform to the world, the immediate 
and unchanged world in which this monstrow 
thing happened, in which its aftermath and 
qualitatively identical consequences are stil 
happening. 

How can this thing be so positively asserted? 
Because the books that delineated what had hap- 
pened in Europe did not sell—neither the earlier 
accounts nor the later, neither the Warsaw 
diaries nor even the mild and careful anthology 
of Mr. Leo W. Schwarz of just the other day.” 
To what is this thing to be likened, as the Til- 
mudic sages were fond of saying? It is to bk 
likened to this: A man is told that his brother 
has been afflicted with a frightful and disfigur- 
ing disease—his own brother, son of the same 
father and of the same mother. He offers to send 
gifts. He is told that gifts are not enough. Hs 
brother is coming to see him, to show him his 
affliction. The man telegraphs his brother: h 
must not come. Other and richer gifts are ot 
the way. He himself is busy and not too wel. 
The afflicted brother is grateful for the gifts 
They alleviate his need and his suffering. But he 
needs to see his beloved kinsman face to face. 
The unafflicted brother sends still more gifts and 
sets out on a long journey the term or end of 
which he confesses not even to himself. 





11 André Gide. Pages de Journal. 1944. 
12 The Root and the Bough. 1949. 
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MERICAN JEWS refused to see their brothers’ 

faces. In 1944 a Christian Pole, an emissary 
of the Polish Government in exile in London, 
jan Karski, published a book called “The Story 
of a Secret State.” Chapter 30 of that book is 
called “To die in agony” ... You read it and 
your cheek blanches and your voice dies. It is 
beyond tears, far, far beyond. These things hap- 
pened precisely as they are coldly told on this 
page; they happened to Jews, to our brothers, to 
the simple and the learned, to the helpless, the 
kind, the intelligent, the brave; they happened 
yesterday. The Germans and their helpers, Poles 
and Ukrainians and Esthonians, who executed 
this precise thing may still be alive in the world, 
may still breathe the air and see the light of the 
sn. They have not died of the horror of their 
deeds; they were not blinded for evermore, as 
neither was M. Jan Karski, by what they had 
gen. They came out of the world of which these 
acts were the ineffably poisoned and satanic 
blooms; they continued to live in this world. M. 
Karski went to Mass, as he tells us. Let us hope 
that he felt shriven. And Szmul Zygelboym, a 
leader of Polish Jewry who knew and had seen 
turned on the gas in his London apartment and 
died in the hope that his voluntary death might 
stir the world into succouring his perishing peo- 
ple There was not even a ripple. There was 
silence. There was nothing. M. Karski doubtless 
continued to perform his devotions with a clean 
conscience. 
Such is this world to which Jews are bidden 
to bow down and to conform. It has not 
changed, that world. It is not enough to say: 
Ah yes, we know, we know, and then again 
bring vain oblations to the monstrous idols whose 
feet are deep in the congealed blood of the chil- 
dren of our people. That way lies final ruin. 
Rather must it be said: No Jew and no Christian 
has a right to live and guide his actions as though 
the six million had not died in agony. For this 
thing did not happen far away or long ago in 
a remote period long transformed by the dy- 
namism of history. It happened yesterday; it 
has not ceased happening. It was this world, this 
Christendom out of which it sprang, as fruit 
from tree, as child from womb. And over this 
world in whose womb this thing grew no radical 
change has come. We are all still involved in that 
unspeakable world; our feet are on the very 
brink of those innumerable graves. No Christian 
has a right to live without a daily act of contri- 
tion and some effort toward expiation; no Jew 
has a right to live without a daily Yiskor, a daily 
memorial service in his heart and a steadily con- 
scious ahavath Yisreal, a love of Israel, his peo- 
ple, that guides his every action and his every 
thought. Love of Israel, be it noted: not hatred 
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of any enemy. Such is the last word and the last 
truth about this world and this age in which 
we live. 

Peopie know this thing in a dim way. But 
they do not want to know it to be so and they 
invent arguments af avoidance and escape. Oth- 
er periods, they say, shaking their heads with 
feigned fatalism, were just as bad. It is a lie in 
avoidance. Other ages were not as bad. All Jews 
have heard of the pogrom of Kishinev in Czarist 
Russia, since the whole world rang with indig- 
nation and horror. Do you who read these lines 
know how many people were killed in Kishinev? 
Forty-five. And several hundred wounded.”* 
And the whole world, it must be repeated, was 
up in arms. But the Inquisition! Is that not a 
trump card? No. The classic historians of that 
infamous and unsavory institution record that 
those “handed over to the secular arm,” those 
actually executed are to be reckoned in the 
hundreds only over many decades and in several 
lands."* Not until after the first World War did 
there begin this age in which we live with its 
unbridled dance of death, its insane horrors, its 
peculiar corruption of the human soul. Yet even 
the bitter pogroms of the Russian counter-revol- 
utionary armies in the Ukraine’ were the acts 
of hoodlums, bandits, drunken mercenaries. 
They had not the slow, cold, systematic, pseudo- 
ideological fury of Nazi murder or Stalinist 
“liquidation.” No subtly devised concentration 
camps were built to break both body and spirit; 
no “progressive” machines for the cremation 
of the living were invented; no by-products 
of human soap or human leather were planned. 
In no other age either had methods been care- 
fully thought out by which to break down the 
resistance of human personality without death, 
so that Princes of the Roman Church and de- 
cent American business men confess to crimes 
which either are no crimes or of which they were 
wholly ignorant. The incomparable horrors of 
this age arise from the fact that these horrors 
are not the result of barbaric lusts, untutored 
rage, drunkenness and primitive cruelty. They 
are the icily calculated, icily executed results 
of definite doctrines. And these doctrines arise, 
as Berdyaev has pointed out with everlasting 
validity, when man who “‘is so made that he 
lives by faith, loses his faith in God” and “falls 


into idolatry.” 


[Hs ARGUMENT has been made rather elaborate 
because no one who knows contemporary 





13 Juedisches Lexicon, Vo]. III. 1929. 

14 H.C. Lea. History of the Spanish Inquisition. E. Vancadard. 
L’Inquisition. 

15 The Pogroms in the Ukraine. Committee of Jewish Delegations. 
1927. 
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American Jewry can fail to have observed that 
there is a great fear of not being modern, of not 
| being, so to speak, up-to-date, of lagging be- 
hind. The rabbinate has not always been guilt- 
less of furthering this cult of “modernity.” 
Therefore it seemed necessary to show the mean- 
ing of “modernity” and to describe the content 
of the concept in terms of reality. The crimes 
which have made this age in which we live the 
foulest in human history were consciously moti- 
vated by doctrines; they were and are still 
defended by pseudo-philosophical arguments. 
Hegel and Nietzsche, Darwin and Marx, who 
themselves in their human character would have 
shrunk in utter dismay from the contemporary 
embodiment of their doctrines—these and the 
malicious criticism of the Bible and the cultiva- 
tion of certain “social” pseudo-sciences, these 
have furnished ground-work and rationalization 
to the varied demonisms which have brought 
mankind so near its downfall. Every argument 
arising from this complex of ideas may be today 
denounced as false and vicious—as false and 
vicious a priori, that is, on the plain evidence 
of experience. Knowing so well the poisonous 
fruits, need we even examine the roots of the 
tree that bore them? 


The doctrines of so-called modernity which 
still contaminate our intellectual and moral 
climate have been discredited by every philo- 
sophical and every practical argument. When 
they are offered, they must be presumed false. 
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They provide the rectification and change an 
“progress” that lead to the abyss. Whateyg 
stems from them is morally tainted. Whateye 
stems from them has the stench of the gy. 
chamber and the slave camp. It is not the Torg) 
that has failed; it is not the predominantly 
Pharasaic ethics of Jesus that have failed. They 
have been denied and despised and trodden up. 
der foot. It is the idols that have failed; it js 
Moloch that has devoured the children of man. 
kind in his foul flames. How can any thought. 
ful Jew be so deceived and so corrupted and » 
confused as to be prevented from returning tp 
his people, his center, the everlasting sources of 
his being, his tradition of history and the knowl. 
edge of his God by doctrines and devices that 
have, to the plain perception of common seng 
and common observation, turned earth into , 
wilderness and men into insane demons. Haye 
we not a better knowledge and a better way? 
“The whole of Israel,” wrote Jehuda Halevy in 
his Kitab al Khazari, “knew these things, first 
from personal experience and afterwards through 
uninterrupted tradition, which is equal to the 
former.” The personal experience has been 
clouded by the follies of the pagan world and 
the tradition has been violently torn asunder, 
If we would be redeemed in order to survive 
we must turn inward, we must turn deep with- 
in to recover the experience and gain the 
strength to re-ally ourselves with that great 
tradition which has redemptive power for both 
ourselves and for the world. 


Nazis in South America 
by C. C. Aronsfeld 


A NOTABLE FEATURE of the Nazi revival in 

Germany is the appearance of journals im- 
ported from the German colonies in South 
America. One instance which recently attracted 
attention was “Die Briicke,” a review published 
in Florianopolis, capital of the Brazilian State 
of Santa Catarina, which has a large German 
community. This magazine, which under its 
full title claims to be “The Bridge to the Ger- 
mans of the World,” has been described in the 
House of Commons as “anti-British and anti- 
Semitic,” and altogether “characteristic of the 
worst features of pre-war Nazism.” 

A similar paper, “Der Weg,” published in 
Buenos Aires, was banned by the Western au- 
thorities in Germany last summer. It boasts of 
“a growing number of contributors . . . includ- 
ing professors of German and Austrian univer- 
sities” who are obeying “ta mandate of the Nazi 


high command in 1944” to continue resistance 
to the enemy after the war. A British contribv- 
tor war Sir Oswald Mosley. Other German Nazi 
papers in South America which have not as yet 
achieved the same distinction, are ‘Deutsche 
Nachrichten” at Sao Paulo, and ‘Deutsches 
Wochenblatt” at Rio. In Chile the weekly jour- 
nal of the influential Chile-German Association, 
“Condor,” which was founded in 1939, has re- 
cently been relieved of its Nazi editor, Claus von 
Plate, though whether this was in any way 4 
fundamental change remains to be seen. 
Altogether there are about 100 German papers 
in South America which cater to a German 
population of approximately 1,200,000, the bulk 
of whom, 900,000, live in Brazil, 230,000 in 
Argentina, and 30,000 in Chile. They have long 
been an important item in Germany’s expan- 
sionist calculations. Several years before 1914, 
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Gustav von Schmoller, the famous economist, 
iad expressed the desire that “a German country 
containing some 20 to 30 millions Germans shall 
grow Up in Southern Brazil,” for ‘‘unless Ger- 
many is able to exercise pressure there, our de- 
yelopment is threatened.” 

Under the Hitler regime the Germans in Latin 
America had been cast for a definite assignment: 
In view of the bitter struggle for the South 
and Central American markets,” wrote one of 
Dr. Goebbels’ propagandists, “it is Germany’s 
decisive advantage over Britain and the U.S. that 
she can rely on a strong German element in those 
countries.” They were to secure orders for Ger- 
man industry. They were also to “form a bul- 
watk of German Kultur,” and, according to 
another of the Nazi propagandists, “if they 
changed their nationality, that change had no 
effect upon their inner attitude towards the Ger- 
man people.” 

Undoubtedly there are anti-Nazi forces 
among these Germans. One of the best-known 
of Argentine German newspapers, “Argentini- 
sches Tageblatt,” has always been staunchly 
democratic, which probably explains why it has 
just died the unnatural death now rampant 
among independent papers under the Peron re- 
gime. Its circulation of 28,000 was second only 
to,the Nazi “La Plata Zeitung” with 45,000. 
Also some German consuls resigned in protest 
against Nazi bestiality, and when the hosts of 
Hitlerite functionaries arrived from Berlin to 
take charge of German organizations, clubs, 
schools, hospitals, periodicals and commercial 
concerns, the ruthless Gleichschaltung was re- 
sented, but, whatever the reasons, it was not pre- 
vented, and in many cases the Nazi usurpers 
still hold sway. 

They have always drawn strength from the 
fact that however fiercely opinions may have 
differed otherwise, the Weimar Republic never 
really enjoyed any deep, enduring sympathies. 
As early as 1922 an appeal was issued from Chile 
calling upon all Germans overseas to demand the 
restoration of the Imperial flag. Today the Bonn 
Republic does not seem to be enjoying any 
greater popularity. The years of the Nazi locusts 
have left a trail too hideous to be easily wiped 
out. So seasoned a student of his fellow-coun- 
trymen as Dr. Friedrich Wilhelm Foerster, the 
German pacifist, earnestly believes that in South 
America is being hatched the German revenge. 


Esprciatty in Brazil, land of “Die Briicke,” 
Germans appear to be displaying an activity 
that calls for attention. Nazis, now parading as 
“good democrats,” are waiting for the resump- 
tion of diplomatic relations between Brazil and 
Western Germany which they hope will give 
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them an opportunity of bringing their influence 
to bear on the Republican representatives and 
through them on the German Government. This 
danger is by no means remote since the complex 
conditions in South America will make it almost 
impossible for the new German envoys to avoid 
the company or neglect the services of the re- 
actionary but affluent German colony in Brazil. 

Democratic Germans have on several occasions 
called for a “de-Nazification” of their fellows 
overseas, and it was by no means a coincidence 
that so many Germans after the war sought 
refuge in South America. In fact, there has been 
a regular traffic across the Atlantic. A ‘“Pim- 
pernel” organization, with headquarters in Lii- 
beck, has smuggled large numbers to the Argen- 
tine via Sweden; a passport forging factory, 
operating in aid of Nazi fugitives, was discov- 
ered by the Italian police, and of the pilgrims 
now flocking to Rome not all are believed to be 
inspired by single-minded devotion to the Holy 
Year. Helpful hands are busy also at the re- 
ceiving end. “Condor,” the German journal in 
Santiago de Chile, carries the advertisement of 
an “Organization to Secure Exit Permits from 
Germany (All Four Zones),” which described 
itself as “a favourite with the German colony 
and by far the most successful.” 

Some of the lucky fellows who thus escaped 
were mentioned by a deputy of the Argentine 
Congress, Sr. Santander, last July. The 40 in- 
dividuals named included former high Luftwaffe 
officers, technicians and scientists who were said 
to be employed by the Argentine Government 
(e.g., General Adolf Galland and Prof. Willi 
Tank). Two of the Luftwaffe aces, General 
Werner Baumbach and Col. Hans Ulrich Rudel, 
recently had their memoirs published by a Ger- 
man publishing firm, ““Direr Verlag,” at Buenos 
Aires. The former Gauleiter of Styria, Dr. 
Uiberreither, has been a resident in Argentina 
since the end of 1948, and a number of former 
Gestapo men are now instructors of General 
Peron’s secret police. 

No doubt many more and others less promi- 
nent travelled overseas, and if some did not ar- 
rive, it was not for want of trying. An effort to 
secure the immigration of Dr. Schacht, the for- 
mer Minister of Economy, was made by the 
Santiago German colony. They worked in league 
with the local Arab colony, whose President, 
Juan Yarur, one of the wealthiest industrialists 
in Chile, was to have engaged the doctor as 
“financial adviser.” Timely publicity helped to 
frustrate the clever design. 

It will be well to keep a wary eye on this com- 
pany who as likely as not have learned nothing 
and forgotten everything—everything, that is, 
except the scores they left unsettled. 
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No Blood-Money from Germans 


by H. 


ET US BE BRUTALLY frank with ourselves. The 
present article is intended to be an outcry 
against the intolerable action of the few Jews 
still remaining in Germany, and still more so 
against those survivors who are with us in Amer- 
ica and are organized in the Alliance of Former 
Concentration Camp Inmates. 

The intolerable action against which I raise 
my voice is their acceptance of the offer of the 
chief of the Western German government to pay 
some millions of marks as reparations for the 
losses suffered by Jews—only one category of 
Jews at that—at the hands of the Hitler regime. 

The acceptance of this offer was immediately 
followed by a great to do among the Jews still 
remaining on the accursed soil of Germany as 
well as among former DP’s now with us in 
America. There was a great rush to fill out ap- 
plications; there was much reckoning, weighing 
and measuring and signing of papers—I, Reuven, 
am entitled to so many marks, and so and so 
many marks are coming to me, Shimon. 

The six million Jews who perished give way 
to six million—or six-fold six million—marks. 


Run, Rabbi Israel, and console yourself with 
a few thousands marks. What? You lost your 
wife? You lost your children? You lost your 
home? Your profession? Your possessions? The 
Germans cast your loved ones into the crema- 
toria and into gas chambers? So what? The 
present chief of the resurgent Nazi nation says 
that he regrets the damage done to you, Rabbi 
Israel, in Germany (won’t someone rush and 
hand him a bouquet?) and if you will but give 
him a correct account of the losses he is willing 
to pay a certain sum as reparations. So—run 
Rabbi Jacob, run Rabbi Shimon, run Rabbi 
Mendel, run and claim the few thousand marks, 
the blood-money offered to you. 

For weeks I have been stifling my pain. I re- 
ceive the periodicals published by the remnant 
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The above article by the internationally famous Yiddish 
poet precipitated a sharp controversy when it first appeared 
in The Day. Leivick’s protest was occasioned by the pas- 
sage in August 1949 of the General Claims Law by the 
Government of Western Germany. This law, approved 
by the American Military Government, provides indemnifi- 
cation for several categories of Nazi victims who had been 
residents in the American Zone in Germany. Former D.P.’s 
now living in the United States, who are eligible for in- 
demnification, are assisted in presenting their claims by a 
special department of the American Federation of Jews of 
Central Europe. 


Leivick 


of the Jewish survivors still in Germany and | 
see that the better elements among them are be. 
side themselves with anger and dismay at the 
sight of the shame of those accepting the Ger. 
man offer. Now I learn that the Alliance of 
Former Concentration Camp Inmates in New 
York—as well as the group which recently split 
off from this Alliance to form their own organi- 
zation—is also busy calculating losses in Ger. 
many in terms of marks, filling out papers and 
affidavits for its members. I too consider the ac. 
ceptance of restitution from Germany to bea 
humiliation. The very word “restitution” evokes 
evil associations. 

My mind refuses to accept the thought. No 
matter how many excuses and practical explana. 
tions I hear, I still cannot grasp it. I feel that 
it is necessary to cry out: “Brothers! Stop this 
madness! Stop this shame! Do not take blood- 
money from the Germans!” 

I believe I am free of all suspicion of being 
a harsh critic of the Jews of the DP camps, either 
of those who went to Israel or to America. Since 
the DP camps came into being, to this day when 
they are being liquidated thanks to Israel, I have 
done everything in my power, by word and by 
deed, to prevent any aspersion from being cast 
on the surviving Jews of Europe. The good 
name of the displaced Jews was and still is pre- 
cious to me. I knew of many failings myself. | 
had witnessed them when I visited the camps, 
and later here in America. But I always found 
justification for weaknesses, and even from my 
criticism they emerged pure and morally ele- 


vated. 


Now I am in a dilemma. 


HERE WAS ONE group among the survivors for 

whom I could not and did not wish to find 
any justification. These my heart rejected a 
strangers—strangers to me as an individual and 
strangers to the Jewish people. These were the 
Jews who, in the confusion of their souls, fell 
victim to greed and base appetites and were con- 
tent to accept the hand of the Germans, forget- 
ting kin who had perished, betraying their honor 
and, in degenerate love, remaining on German 
soil and even descending to taking Nazi women 
for wives. 

There was also another element which shocked 
me. These were Jews who, because of a dulled 
sensibility or for the sake of assimilation, refused 
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to depart from Germany as required by Jewish 
glf-respect and Jewish history. 


As a Jew I have absolutely no contact with 
the first group, any more than I have anything 
incommon with Germany. May my foot wither 
il ever again tread the earth of Germany for 
personal pleasure or for personal gain. May my 
hands be paralyzed if they ever stretch out to 
take from Germans reparations or money, even 
if it be millions, in exchange for the lives and 
the pitiful possessions of my sister, two brothers 
and most of their children whom the Germans 


saughtered. 


How then can one avoid a sense of pain and 
anger when one sees how Jews, rescued and 
brought to free America, sincere Jews who have 
known suffering, whose hearts are filled with the 
memories and the images of loved ones whom the 
Germans burned to ashes, Jews who bear in their 
hearts the images not only of their near ones 
but of the entire six millions of their people who 
perished, rush to barter the extermination of 
their relatives, the extermination of a third of 
their people, the flames of martyrdom, the pride 
and perfection of the sacrifice, for a handful of 
German marks? 


How can they do it? Even if they were to 
suffer the direst need they must not do this. 


Someone said to me: Why are you so dis- 
tressed? Why do you make such serious accusa- 
tions? Why should surviving Jews who suffered 
loss not collect some small part of reparations 
for the damages inflicted upon them? Why 
should the Germans be permitted to go scot-free 
of any material restitution? The dead will not 
come to life again. Why should not their living 
heirs, so often alone, so often in need, be granted 
some small payment? Do not victors in war levy 
contributions on the vanquished? They do so, 
and no one deems it shameful. On the contrary, 
itis an act of triumph, an act of just satisfaction. 
The Germans have lost the war they started 
against us. As a belligerent in this war we Jews 
have a right to levy as great a contribution as 
possible. We can well use it. 


Such words I heard not from one but from 
many. Nor was this the man-in-the-street 
speaking. These were leaders who set the tone of 
the community. 


I listened to them astounded. How can one 
make such comparisons? How can anyone dare 
to say that what happened between us and the 
Germans was an ordinary war? How can one 
think in terms of reparations, restitution, etc., 
when discussing what the Germans did to the 
Jews? 
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ET Us GO to Auschwitz, to Treblinka, to Mai- 
danek; let us go to Warsaw, to the cellars of 
the ghetto; let us go into a gas chamber and a 
crematorium and ask the victims whether it was 
merely a war. Ask the yellow badge, inquire of 
the numbers tattooed on the bodies, query the 
offal of Nazi dogs and bitches which had to be 
swept away with the beards of rabbis—ask these 
whether this was simply a war. 

Is it necessary to relate all this to you who 
were there, the tortured and the suffering? Then 
why do you consent to fall so low? Why do 
you give the Germans an opportunity to expiate 
their murderous crimes with blood-money? For 
as soon as you accept reparations in any form 
you provide the entire German people with an 
opportunity to feel that in tossing a few million 
marks to you they have washed clean their 
bloody hands and have rid their entire being of 
all guilt toward you. 


By what right do individuals, or small groups, 
decide that they have a right to do so? Who gave 
them this right? Have they consulted public 
opinion? Does anyone believe that the extermi- 
nation of six million Jews, or even the exter- 
mination of a man’s relatives, is his sole personal 
concern? What Jewish public opinion has set 
the price for a wife who has perished, a child 
that was murdered, a synagogue desecrated, a 
Torah scroll burned? Who fixed the price of 
wearing a yellow badge, or of a number on one’s 
arm? 


Who gave anyone the right to barter martyr- 
dom for pfennigs? Who has obtained the right 
to offer the Germans, all the Germans, an oppor- 
tunity to declare to the world: Look, world, we 
are making good the damage done to the Jews. 
See what fine people we are? Who has the right 
to make monetary demands on Germans, to ac- 
cept their financial offers, and thus to put them 
in the convenient position of substituting marks 
for penitence? 


I can imagine how the Nazi Germans roar 
with laughter up their sleeves. Look at the Jew! 
I burned his wife and child in a furnace; I took 
everything he had, to the very last thread; of his 
beard and earlocks I made a brush to polish my 
shoes; I used the sacred parchment of his Torah 
to paper the walls of my toilet; I made a wallet 
and gloves from the skin of his father. Now I 
give him a few thousand marks; I call it repara- 
tions and I say: Now you can’t blame me any- 
more. And he, the pitiful victim, he consents to 
the deal. He takes the marks. He takes them 
and he says: That’s reparation; that’s restitution; 
that’s pay. 

I must cry out against this shame. 
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Germans Should Pay 


A Reply to Leivick 


by Samuel Gringauz 


[ aves ARTICLE IS, in his own words, an out- 

cry against intolerable behavior. What is 
this intolerable behavior? It consists of the fol- 
lowing: 

1) That Jews in Germany and the federations 
of recently arrived displaced persons in New 
York gave their unfortunate consent “to the 
offer by the chief of the Western German Goy- 
ernment to pay some millions of marks as repara- 
tions for the losses suffered by Jews through the 
Nazis’; 

2) That this consent was given by “individuals 
and small groups,” and “by what authority do 
individuals and such small groups decide that 
they have a right to do so? Have they consulted 
public opinion?” 

This action, Mr. Leivick states, is intolerable 
because by means of it Jews “barter” the exter- 
mination of their dear ones for money; they 
set a “monetary price” for wives, children, 
scrolls of the Torah and the wearing of the yel- 
low badge. It is intolerable because martyrdom 
is sold or bartered for pfennigs, and the murderer 
is provided with an opportunity to expiate his 
guilt with money instead of with penitence. 

Were Leivick’s contention correct it would 
cast a dark shadow on the moral integrity not 
only of the Jews in the DP camps and of all the 
Jewish survivors in Europe, but of the Jewish 
people as a whole, the same Jewish people 
throughout the world of which Leivick is a part. 

Fortunately, however, Leivick’s charges are 
incorrect factually, and his judgment is without 
foundation. 

It is not correct that the chief of the Western 
German Government made an offer of repara- 
tions for Jewish losses, What did happen is that 
in an interview with Karl Marx, Editor of the 
Allgemeine Wochenzeitung der Juden in 
Deutschland, which took place on November 
11, 1949, Adenauer is reported to have said that 
he considered it fitting to offer the government 
of Israel goods to the value of ten million marks. 
It should be borne in mind that this was not a 
concrete offer and that it was made years after 
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After his liberation from a German concentration camp, 
Dr. Gringauz was president of the Council of Liberated 
Jews in the U. S. zone of Germany. He is at present legal 
advisor of the indemnification department of the American 
Federation of Jews of Central Europe. 


JEWIsH Front 


restitution laws were already in effect. It mug 
also be pointed out that no one, neither the goy. 
ernment of Israel nor the Jews in Germany no 
the federations of new immigrants in New York 
gave their consent to this reported offer. 

Any discussion of a German offer and Jewish 
acceptance is therefore out of the question. In 
this connection it is also necessary to note that 
whatever has been done in the field of restitution 
was accomplished, contrary to the wishes of the 
Germans, either by the American authoritig 
directly or as the result of pressure or orders on 
the part of the American government. As ; 
matter of fact, there are no restitution laws in 
the part of Germany that is occupied by Great 
Britain whose foreign minister is Bevin. 

It is likewise incorrect to state that “‘indi- 
viduals and small groups” have decided, without 
consulting public opinion, to accept money from 
the Germans and thus to sell them an “In- 
dulgence” or forgiveness for the crimes they 
have committed. 

Whatever was done in the field of restitution 
was done exclusively at the demand of Jewish 
public opinion and through public bodies. Re- 
sponsible political Jewish bodies have urged, re- 
quested, and demanded ever since 1944 that the 
surviving victims of the Nazis should receive 
reparations from the Germans and from none 
others. I know of no other political problem 
affecting Jews concerning which there was such 
unanimity as the matter of restitution. No other 
political problem evoked such unanimity in the 
Jewish press throughout the world. When the 
United States military authorities in Germany 
wished to postpone the second Restitution Law 
during May-June, 1949, the entire Jewish pres 
voiced vehement protests. 


CHARACTERISTIC of this attitude is an article by 
Pesach Piekatch, chairman of the Central 
Committee of the Poale Zion and President of 
the Central Committee of the Liberated Jews in 
Germany, which was published in Dos Wort, 
organ of the Poale Zion Organization in Ger- 
many, on July 22, 1949. The article was en- 
titled: “Restitution or the Price of Murder?” 
In it Piekatch said: 
“The question of restitution has been too little 
discussed in public hitherto. It is time to raise 
this question in all its acuteness and the protest 


May, | 


must fr 
decide | 
“Wh 
tion la 
war en 
4 mini 
there ¥ 
jmport 
ed tha 
guilt. 
point é 
derwer 
tion b 
Ameri 
“We 
order 
With 1 
have s 
Ameri 
Germa 
law an 
nature 
the fo 
not be 
mocke 


“Tt 
have | 
things 
year's. 
It is a 
lawles 
murd 
tims? 
veniel 
but it 
entire 
peop! 
they 
withe 
put 1 
Else 7 


worla 


Th 
politi 
restit 
civili 
in Ge 
the 
As fz 
at it: 
the d 
Wor 
years 
Jewi 
with 
hand 
Jews 
gani 





ONT 


C must 
ie gov- 
1Y nor 
York, 


Jewish 
yn. In 
e that 
tution 
of the 
Orities 
ers on 
As a 
WSs in 


Great 


“indi- 
thout 
fron 
“Tn. 
they 


ution 
ewish 

Re- 
1, re- 
t the 
ceive 
none 
blem 
such 
other 
1 the 
| the 
nany 
Law 
Dress 


e by 
tral 
t of 
r$ in 
ort, 
xer- 
en- 
ar?” 
ttle 
‘aise 
test 





May, 1950 


must reach not only those with the power to 
decide but the entire democratic world. 


“What has actually happened? The restitu- 
tion law is not a recent matter. Ever since the 
war ended there matured a Jewish demand for 
, minimal measure of restitution. For months 
there was argument about various, not equally 
important, aspects of this demand. We demand- 
ed that the German people should admit their 
guilt. The American army shared our stand- 
point at first. Later the American attitude un- 
derwent a change, and the question of restitu- 
tion became sidetracked in the offices of the 
American administrative apparatus... . 

“We have spared neither labor nor energy in 
order that our postulates should be accepted. 
With the aid of the advisors on Jewish affairs we 
have succeeded in winning the consent of the 
American authorities to our just demands. The 
German government accepted the restitution 
law and it was passed to General Clay for his sig- 
nature. But here we encountered a repetition of 
the former mystifying behavior. . . . We must 
not be silent any longer... . This is an outright 
mockery of our suffering... . 

“It is not merely a question of money. We 
have lost much more. We have been deprived of 
things much more valuable during the terrible 
years, They exterminated a third of our people! 
It is a question of principle! There must be no 
lawlessness! Should it be permissible to rob and 
murder and then to inherit loot from the vic- 
tims? Such an arrangement would be very con- 
venient for the Nazis of yesterday and of today, 
but it would also be a slap in the face of the 
entire civilized world. How can the American 
people permit such a thing? We believe that 
they will not permit it. This world is still not 
without law and judgment. The law must be 
put into effect! It is a moral duty to do so! 
Else we will raise our protest before the entire 
world.” 

The foregoing article reflects the moral and 
political standpoint of the Jews who regard 
restitution as a moral obligation of the entire 
civilized world. The advisors on Jewish affairs 
in Germany acted according to the directives of 
the outstanding Jewish political organizations. 
As far back as 1944, the World Jewish Congress, 
at its conference in Atlantic City, proclaimed 
the demand for restitution and reparations. The 
World Jewish Congress pressed the matter for 
years, at first in cooperation with the American 
Jewish Conference and later in collaboration 
with the Jewish Agency for Palestine. It worked 
hand in hand with the Central Committee of the 
Jews in Germany, the representative Jewish or- 
ganizations of Great Britain and with others. 
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Special restitution commissions were set up and 
special restitution emissaries were sent to Ger- 
many to look after the implementation of the 
law. The leading Jewish organizations have set 
up a body to handle heirless property and the 
Central Committee delegated a special represen- 
_ to take part in the Bavarian restitution 
office. 


Who will dare maintain that all these organi- 
zations and the entire Jewish press have tried for 
years to barter Jewish martyrdom for some 
filthy marks, and that throughout this time not 
a voice could be found to raise an outcry of 
protest against the sell-out of martyrdom? 


[7 Is cLEar that all these organizations were pri- 

marily interested in the moral and political 
aspects of this problem. An important principle 
was at stake. It was important to establish a 
historic precedent that a people must pay for 
persecuting innocent minorities. The principle 
of restitution does not mean clearing the name 
of Germany. On the contrary, it implies a rec- 
ognition of its crimes and its guilt. There can be 
no talk of restitution until one recognizes that 
evil has been done. Reparations for murder and 
robbery can be claimed only after it is established 
that robbery and murder have been committed. ° 
The demand for restitution follows upon the 
commission of a crime, not a business deal. 
When German governments are compelled to 
recognize the principle of restitution they are 
simultaneously compelled to recognize the com- 
mitted crimes. When a government treasury is 
made to pay reparations, the entire people is 
aware of it, and this consciousness of guilt is of 
great political significance. Through restitution 
the collective guilt of the German people would 
be established for the first time legally, politi- 
cally and morally. Punishment can be meted out 
only to individuals on the basis of individual 
proven guilt. Even moral condemnation can be 
applied only where there is individual guilt. But 
material responsibility for criminal deeds can be 
imposed on an aggregate of humanity in the 
form of financial reparations for crimes com- 
mitted by the institutions, agents and representa- 
tives of that collective. This is, in fact, the 
meaning of restitution. It is the criminal-ma- 
terial responsibility of the German people for 
the misdeeds of its agents and representatives. 
This is the only moral and political accomplish- 
ment achieved by Jews as a result of the passage 
of the restitution law. One might look upon it 
as a symbolic demonstration of German guilt ex- 
pressed in financial terms. 


Consequently it is a matter of principle and 
not of figures, and “calculation” does not enter 
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into it. So it has always been among individuals 
and among nations possessing a developed con- 
sciousness of morality and law. Persons in France 
spend thousands of francs in order to obtain a 
court order for the payment of one franc (dam- 
mage moral). In Great Britain people spend 
thousands of pounds to obtain a judgment of one 
shilling. One should recall the discussions con- 
cerning the Shylock problem. It is well that the 
judgment was of a general and not of a specifi- 
cally Jewish nature, because the persecution of 
the Jews was a crime against humanity, against 
the world, against history and against the eternal 
values which the Jewish ethical genius has pro- 
claimed not only for the Jewish people but for 
the entire world. 

Whence then the negative attitude of Leivick, 
and of others, toward this problem? From what 
psychological and moral grounds does this op- 
position stem? It stems from the purely com- 
mercial conception of the question of restitution. 
It is interesting to note that while dealing with 
this question Leivick employs purely commercial 
terms—despite his genuine and sound ethical 
pathos. He asks: “What Jewish public opinion 
has set the price of a murdered wife, a slaugh- 
tered child. . . . Who has determined the price 
of wearing a yellow badge, the price of a num- 
ber tattooed on the arm?” 


[F AccEPTANcE of restitution is a business deal, 

if it is part of a barter trade, if it is an act 
of giving the Germans “expiation,” then Leivick 
is one hundred per cent right. Then one could 
rightly curse and say that the hand that accepts 
such money should shrivel and shame should 
cover the names of those who have asked for 
and fought for restitution. 

But if this is not so, then Leivick is wrong and, 
furthermore, his article based on lack of knowl- 
edge has heaped insult on the survivors, and on 
the Jewish organizations. With his words he has 
evoked a destructive spirit of demoralization 
which may serve to arouse the very instincts 
which he sought to condemn. 

Not one of the Jewish organizations which for 
years fought for restitution has “sold” to Ger- 
many even a suggestion of political forgiveness. 
Not one of the parties of the Central Committee 
of the Liberated Jews has exchanged a part of 
Jewish martyrdom for filthy marks. Not one 
of the 30,000 survivors in Germany, the 25,000 
survivors now in Israel and the 15,000 survivors 
now in America who have demanded, and in 
part have received, restitution has renounced 
allegiance to the memory of those they loved. 
They merely accepted a small part of a great 
debt. 


JEWisH Front, 


Anyone who, as a Jew, maintains the cont 
is not merely mistaken—he commits a grey 
wrong. So far as non-Jews are concerned, the, 
do not even think in terms of “selling forgive. 
ness” to the Germans. The pro-Nazis talk o 
restitution as a “Jewish holdup,” just as they 
refer to the execution of Streicher not as “py. 
ishment” but as “murder.” Those who are demo. 
crats, in the sense that this term is understoo 
in the Western world, consider restitution to 
an act of justice. For those without previoy 
opinions restitution may provide the first inkling’ 
of German guilt. 


Did the payment of reparations “repay” fo 
German guilt in destroying life and property in 
the areas Germany had occupied? Was ther 
anyone who interpreted his government’s ac. 
ceptance of reparations as payment for lives &. 
stroyed and as an opportunity for Germany ty 
purchase absolution? The entire question of 
restitution to the Jews is a part of the gener 
reparations problem and not, as some would hay 
it, an independent manifestation of the Jewish 
attitude toward Germany. 


The general problem of German restitution 
has been handled through a series of regulation; 
However, three types of damage were not in- 
cluded in the reparations scheme: 1) loss inflict. 
ed on victims residing in Germany; 2) damag 
to property in Germany; and 3) losses to dis 
placed persons who returned to Germany after 
the war. The restitution laws serve these thre 
categories who constitute a very small segment 
of the broader reparations scheme. And just x 
the large scale reparations paid to government 
neither “pay” for murdered mothers and chil- 
dren nor serve to “expiate” crimes, restitution 
likewise fulfills no such function. Reparation 
deal solely with the purely material losses sut: 
fered by survivors. This is equally true of resti- 
tution. In all normal societies government mutt 
indemnify innocent persons unjustly kept under 
arrest. Why should Germany be an exception 
to this rule? In all normal countries murderer 
are made to pay material losses incurred as a tt: 
sult of the crime. Why should the Germans k 
absolved of this duty? According to the prin- 
ciple of restitution, widows should receive a sub- 
sidy as long as they do not remarry, and orphass 
as long as they are not old enough to support 
themselves. No one would even dream of asking 
compensation for a child, a wife, a brother, : 
mother. 


The dead are not objects of trade, and mat: 
tyrdom is not for sale. The only thing requested 
is the material support which the survivors had 
(from husbands or fathers) and which was de- 
stroyed as a result of the German crimes; evet 
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this support is to be given only as long as no new 
gurce of support is acquired. 


YONE is, naturally, entitled to his own 

opinion even if this is founded on error or 
ignorance. But the freedom of expression of a 

t writer should be founded on national and 
moral responsibility, especially when our rela- 
tions with the non-Jewish world are involved. 
One must not cast random accusations at the 
activities of the most responsible Jewish political 
bodies, including the government of Israel, and 
charge them with organizing special bureaus to 
“sell Jewish martyrdom for filthy marks.” Nor 
should one make false accusations against the 
tens of thousands of Jewish survivors of Nazism 
who have already received restitution and say 
that they have sold the martyrdom of their wives 
and children for money. Enemies of the Jews 
must not be provided with the opportunity to 
say that the degenerate Jews sell their martyr- 
dom for money and with the chance to quote a 
Jewish poet in confirmation of such a charge. 
I therefore feel that Leivick’s statement had a 
morally harmful effect, his excellent subjective 
intentions notwithstanding. 
There was a time when it was permissible— 
even necessary—to sound a warning. That time 
was four, three, or even one year ago, when the 
problem was still being debated in America and 
the entire Jewish press demanded to know why 
no restitution was in effect. This warning should 
have dealt with the manner in which restitution 
was to be put in practice, but not with the prin- 
ciple of restitution. I have a right to say this 
because as far back as 1947 I publicly opposed 
unorganized, individual, anarchic demands, and 
favored an organized, collective effort to obtain 
restitution. 
Attacks and calumnies against the survivors 
are not the thing. It is necessary to help them, 
and help in this case means stressing that they 
do not “barter their suffering for a price,” that 
they do not sell expiation. Helping them means 
stressing the need for a collective, national ap- 
proach to the problem of restitution. 


iy SO OK OE 
; PACIFIC COAST REPRESENTATIVE 


Mrs. Eda Glickman is our authorized representa- 
4 tive on the Pacific Coast. In addition to the State 
¢ of California, she will visit the States of Oregon, 
¢ Washington and British Columbia. 


¢ Friends and readers of the Frontier are asked to 
: give her every possible cooperation. 
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Shevah — A Yemenite 


by Hayim Hazaz 


HEVAH IS A MAN OF THIRTY, rubbed smooth 
and inconspicuous. His face is like a sooty 
parchment, his eyes are lowly as one whose luck 
has turned against him, his smile is small, bashful, 
and lonely, seeming to appease the whole world, 
saying: “Whatever you think, I’m with you.” 
He is an average man, compounded of incom- 
patibles, holy and profane, impulse and principle, 
a bit of this and a scrap of that. He is a member 
of the Land of Israel Labor Party, and goes to 
morning and evening synagogue services, he runs 
to a lecture of a Friday night and also runs to a 
reading in Maimonides on the Sabbath, he com- 
mits public sin and observes the commandments 
in private, and the former do not efface the lat- 
ter nor the latter oppose the former, and he is 
equally removed from both extremes by an 
impartial balance. 

He began to reach this balance twelve years 
before, for when he came to the Land of Israel, 
he was simple and whole, true to the Torah, 
commandments, and the fear of heaven. His 
friends, former townsmen, who settled in the 
Land of Israel before him took and enrolled him 
in the Workers’ Federation — he entered and 
thought that he had come into the true Land 
of Israel. On the first Friday night, he went to a 
lecture in the Federation House. There he saw 
men and women smoking face to face in public. 
And he kept shifting his gaze from one place 
to another, agitated and confused, as though 
the rules of his universe were overturned. On 
the following Friday night, as he sat before 
the platform in front of the whole audience, so 
that he need not see the desecration of the Sab- 
bath going on behind his back, one of the plat- 
form officials caught his eye and told him to go 
fetch a lamp from the next room. At that a 
great terror befell him, and his hands and feet 
shook. Nevertheless he mastered himself and 
went and did that sin, the first in his life, doing 
it only as a great commandment imposed by the 
Land of Israel, with anxiety and a sense of sacred 
duty. It once happened on Yom Kippur that a 
pack of young men went down to the Old City 


UL dddddddiddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddbdddddddddddddbdddddsddtdidd 


The above sketch is an extract from Ha-Yosheveth Ba- 
Ganim (She Dwelleth in the Gardens) a novel of Yemenite 
life in Jerusalem in 1943. Hayim Hazaz, the author, a 
resident of Jerusalem since 1925, is considered one of the 
foremost contemporary Hebrew writers. Dr. Ben Halpern 
has just completed an extraordinarily felicitous and sen- 
sitive translation of the entire work. 
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to eat in Arab places, and they pressed him and 
he went along unwillingly, and to his own harm, 
and ate and drank and made merry on Yon 
Kippur. All that year an evil spirit pursued him, 
for it was a clear thing he would not live ou 
the year, and he was assiduous in penance and 
prayer, denying sleep to his eyes to devote him. 
self to Torah at night with the old men. When 
the year passed and he came to no harm, then 
his mind was at ease, whether the faith in his 
heart was shaken, or whether he knew the Holy 
Blessed One had done a great miracle for him 
and forgiven his sin. Then again it happened that 
he was employed building the mansion of th 
High Commissioner, and the men worked there 
on Sabbaths as on the weekdays, but he did not, 
One Sabbath eve he got his week’s wages and 
put it in his outer jacket. Shortly the bus came 
from town and the workers ran and shoved to 
get home. Shevah sprang up and ran with them, 
and in the confusion he left his jacket on the 
roof of the building, and didn’t remember it 
until the moment when he stood in the syns 
gogue for the reception of Sabbath. He con- 
sidered in his heart and placed his faith in the 
Holy Blessed One, and observed the Sabbath, 
not to desecrate it. And even though he spoke 
nothing with his lips, he thought to himself: 
“O Lord! If I come back and find my mong 
whole and untouched, by this I shall know Thou 
art the Name, the First Being, Creator of all 
that is; and all that is in heaven and on earth 
and between them lives only by Your tru 
Being.” ‘The first day after Sabbath, when he 
went back to work, he looked for his jacket and 
found no jacket, no money, no anything at all. 
At that time his heart grew faint and tears 
filled his eyes, as though, if one could say 50, 
the Holy Blessed One had denied Himself and 

given cause to doubt and negate Him. Yet! 

he himself did not doubt nor negate, but xe 
and fixed his eyes on heaven, and said: ‘“‘O Lord, 
may it be granted from before You that You 
give back what You took from me twice and 


three-fold.” ... 


AT Twenty, HE MarRIED Yonah. At first he 

intended to marry another, Hannah, the git! 
he had attended for a long time and whom he 
loved exceedingly, and they were already be- 
spoken to marry each other. But a misfortunt 
occurred to Yonah, that her girl friend took het 
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groom from her, and she up and snatched Shevah 
from the hand of Hannah, and it was not long 
before he was seduced and drank his own pot. 
From that day he had no rest and his counten- 
ance was blackened, chastisement came upon 
him and all his days were sorrowful. Yonah 
turned out to be a shrewish woman, quarrelsome 
and contentious, and she would set the whole 
neighborhood against him, giving him a bad 
name among the neighbors, as though he were 
wicked, cruel, and merciless, with every fault 
in the world, and the more she blackguarded 
him and lowered his honor among people, the 
more she seemed to rise and gain honor herself. 
Shevah was irked at her and afraid of her. He 
walked before her with lined face, crushed and 
dejected, wretched and low-spirited, hearing his 
shame and not answering, and more than once 
he wept to himself, saying: “The Lord judge 
between me and her .. .” 

In the wineshop between the barrels and the 
table, sat the barmaid, an elderly Syrian woman 
with hair dyed red, her temples wrapped in a 
vari-colored shawl, and her eyes fixed in inner 
thoughts on the dimness of the room. There 
was a candle lit on the table, and a tap thrust 
into the front of a barrel. At a small table in 
a dark corner near the locked door sat Shevah 
and Sion, drinking arak. On the ceiling and 
walls shadows flickered hither and yon, seem- 
ingly locked in battle, pushing each other, chas- 
ing, trampling, and falling, rising again and 
leaping from place to place. 

Shevah, having taken one glass and another, 
opened his mouth and poured out his heart 
before Sion. 

“Why should I hide it from you, O my 
brother?” he sighed from the heart and wagged 
his head saying, “My sins have overtaken me, 
that I fell into the hands of such a wicked 
woman...” 


“Good living,” Sion clinked his glass on 
Shevah’s, 


“Life and peace,” Shevah upended his glass 
and his face twisted and his eyes filled with 
tears — “only by my sins, simply and only by 
my sins... I fell into the hands of a shrew like 
a goat into the hands of a butcher. She sucks 
my blood, my very blood! Always she finds 
some excuse. Just to fight with me, just to tor- 
ment me. If I sit, at once she raises her voice 
and screams why am I sitting. If I lie down, 
at once she screams why do I lie there stinking. 
She puts me to all sorts of shame. What do you 
say to that? Almost a Gehennum! Almost I’m 
in Gehennum—not Gehennum, but the Gehen- 
num of Gehennums! My days are no days, my 
nights are no nights, a plaguey, cursed life! 
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Sion pointed to his glass. As one commanded, 
Shevah took the glass in hand and emptied it 
at one gulp. 

“When I come home from work,” he wiped 
the remains of the drink from his lips with his 
sleeve, ‘‘and I say to her: ‘Ya mera, would you 
give me a little coffee?,’ she leaves the room with- 
out answering. I wait for her to bring me 
coffee — and nothing comes. I go out to her 
into the courtyard and say: ‘Why don’t you 
bring me coffee? I’m thirsty and tired.’ She 
doesn’t answer me. Once, twice, and still she 
doesn’t answer. Finally she turns to one of the 
children with a howl, and says: ‘Tell your king 
of beasts! There’s no coffee!’ And at once she 
begins to shriek: ‘Get out of here! Get out of 
here!’ until the neighbors come out and look at 
us: ‘What happened? What’s wrong between 
you?’ And as you see: for nothing. She made 
all that uproar for nothing, not a thing... 
When I go back to the house, I open the 
door, go in, and close it again as it was before. 
Then she yells at me: ‘Why are you shutting in 
your soul? Open, may your grave be opened!’ 
So the neighbors hear the yelling and they come 
and gather around us. Or if it happens that the 
children quarrel and hit each other, and I threat- 
en them or make peace between them, at once 
she jumps on me: ‘Here now, the maniac is al- 
ready speaking! Already he wants to make like 
a father...’ 


"AST SABBATH EVE I came back from syna- 

gogue,” Shevah resumed his tale, after they 
had polished off one glass and another, ‘“‘and no 
sooner do I sing the hymn ‘Peace be unto you’ 
than she insists that I should read precisely the 
portion on ‘A virtuous woman,’ not that she 
pretends to be pious, but simply to cross me, 
just looking for a fight. ‘You must read “a 
virtuous woman,” whether you like it or not. 
As long as I am an Ikshiyeh and my father was 
an Ikshi and all my family are Ikshiyeh, you 
must read it!’ I am Dardai,’ I tell her, ‘and it 
is forbidden me to read “fa virtuous woman.” ’ 
‘I don’t care! Why did you marry an Ikshiyeh? 
You should have gone and married a Dardaiyeh! 
But since your wife and children are Ikshim, 
you must, whatever you or your whole family 
want, cur, son of a dog!’* Whereupon she begins 
with quarrels and yelling: ‘When will I be rid 
of you? I don’t want to see you any more! Get 
out of my sight, no good, ugliness!’ With this 
she sticks her head out of the window and shrieks 
out loud to come and rescue her, as though I 
wanted to hit her, and the whole neighborhood 





* Ikshim are those Yemenites who accept the Kabbalah, Derdaim 
are those who reject it. 
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from end to end comes running ... Ah, a 
plaguey, cursed life! Plaguey and cursed!” 

“You must be patient for your wife’s sake. 
After all, she’s the mother of your children,” 
replied Sion, giving counsel at random. “When- 
ever you see her quarreling with you, run from 
the house and leave her, afterwards she'll be 
sorry for what she did. But we hear just the 
opposite, that you’re to blame.” 

“J? I? Iam to blame?...” 

“Good living!” Sion touched glasses with him 
and stopped him in mid-speech. 

“Life and peace!” responded Shevah, drink- 
ing up his glass, “Just because I bear my injuries 
in silence and don’t advertise to the public what 
she does to me, I have become the guilty one... 
and that witch who torments me, she is even 
in the right...” 

“Maybe you don’t provide for her?” Sion in- 
terrupted him. “Maybe you keep back from 
her, which is something women can’t bear?” 

“What do I keep back from her?” Shevah 
sat there dumbfounded, his wits befuddled by 
the arak he had drunk, “Nothing. Whatever I 


have, I give her.” 


“I’m not speaking of food and drink. I’m 
hinting at something else. Maybe there’s no man 
in the house? .. .” 

“Just the contrary. That’s not true at all, 
just the opposite is true. She’s jealous for me 
about every woman in the whole world. As 
though I ever went out with the bags, or even 
still go out. ‘You accuse me?’ I ask her, ‘So 
much you accuse me of evil things?’ ‘Yes, you 
are an honest man,’ she looks at me with a bold 
stare and says, ‘You black-hearted innocent! Do 
you deny it? Do you think I’ve forgotten how 
you went out with that bag of yours, that Han- 
nah? I know you, to this very day you’re the 
same ugly piece you were then. To this day you 
have a mind to her, that bitch.’ 


*GOOD,’ I sPEAK TO HER SOFTLY and reason- 

ably. ‘Let’s go to Mori and make a divorce 
or whatever you like, just to be rid of your 
quarrels.’ At once she jumps on me and shrieks: 
‘You want to get rid of me! And to whom will 
you leave the children? After you brought them, 
you want to give me a divorce? You still have 
your eye out for Hannah?’ 

‘Get out of here! Show me your rear, and 
enough!’ ‘Where shall I go? This is my house 
and these are my children.’ ‘Your house is with 
Hannah, not here. If you don’t immediately 
this very minute get out of here, I'll give it to 
you now with this pile of shoes.’ ‘Blast you, so 
far you'll dare?’ ‘That’s what I'll do to you!’ 
‘Good.’ I say, getting up to leave, ‘I’m going.’ 
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At once she runs to the door and locks it. ‘Wher 
are you going?” ‘What do you want from me? 
I plead with her. ‘No, you’re not going to leay 
the house. Sit down!’ I sit and again she won’ 
even let me sit. I want to go — she won't |e 
me go. ‘What do you want from my life? | 
cry out and beg. ‘Yes, yes, I'll make your lif 
bitter. There’s no cure for the evildoer but eve, 
greater evil against him.’ O, woe is me, woe js 
me, I almost think and I think: ‘Where shall | 
go and whither shall I flee from her presence? 
And sometimes I pray in my heart and say: ‘0, 
that I had wings like a dove, I would fly to any 
place, just to forget and rest a little from th 
troubles she makes me.’ But how should I fly) 
She, that bastard, would chase me even to the 
hills of darkness. She’d find me in any place 


and wouldn’t leave me be...’ 


“Maybe it’s from love that she does all this tp 
you,” Sion spread himself and rested his head on 
his palm, sitting sprawled and languid, ‘From 
what you say I gather that all these things she 
does to you are only from love.” 

“No, no, blast her name and fame!” Shevah 
shook his head and whispered, “It’s only from 
hate. She wants to destroy me from the world, 
If that’s love — then blast the name of love 
It’s even worse than the bitterest hatred. But 
the Lord will do what’s good in His eyes...” 


“This too will pass,” Sion droned and sighed, 
and spoke with a tired, flushed face, ‘Every: 
thing will pass, habibi. The Blessed Name make 
everything pass, good and evil, light and dark- 
ness, saint and sinner. Everything, everything, 
He causes to pass. For Him it is all one. H 
doesn’t care. And a good woman the Blessed 
One did not create in His universe. But only 
either it is a bad woman and frigid, or it is: 
gazelle of loves and a precious gem but a bag, 
uproarious and rebellious. And a good woman H: 
did not create in His universe: And beyond thi 
and besides this, everything is the same. He 
created saint and He created sinner. Either on 
is a saint, lowly and foolish, or a sinner, prowl 
and cunning. And who really knows what judg- 
ment the Blessed One may still pass upon one ot 
the other in the Real World. Maybe even H 
doesn’t love saints...” 

Shevah rose to his feet and stood swaying 0 
and fro. “I’m in a hurry,” he said in a weak, 
tipsy voice. 

“TJ must go, so she won’t find an excuse to scold 
and say, ‘Where have you been? Why are yous 
late, son of a curse?’ I must! I must!” 

“Don’t listen to her. Wait a bit.” 

“No, habibi,” Shevah bowed before him and 


spoke in placating tones, “it’s impossible. She'll 


have my life.” 
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In Passing 





Israel—A Suggestion 


N APRIL 23, 1950, Israel cele- 
brated the second anniversary 
of its independence. Israel, Jewish 
State, Jewish Republic, A Yiddishe 
Medineb—all these terms are fast 


becoming commonplace, and tend. 


to evoke little more emotional re- 
sponse within the average Jew 
than the mention of the Republic 
of Nicaragua. 

Obviously there is an element of 
exaggeration in the foregoing 
statement but, considering the 
magnitude and the intensity of the 
expectations with which the con- 
cept A Yiddishe Medineh had been 
invested during the centuries, the 
flush of triumphant fulfillment is 
fading with unexpected rapidity. 
The reason for this? Perhaps it is 
the old principle of defeat in tri- 
umph, or it may simply be another 
case of Sic transit... . 

Perhaps in time the essence of 
the fulfillment will be distilled in 
the conscience of the people and 
will assume some new, meaningful 
and vitalizing form. After all, it 
took centuries before the Exodus 
from Egypt was superimposed on 
the festival of Passover to trans- 
form it into what it later became. 

Nevertheless, something should 
be done now, while Israel is still 
young—and before it gets much 
older—to give fitting expression to 
the event, a symbolic expression of 
affirmation, spiritual release and 
emotional identification not re- 
lated to or infringing upon the 
material efforts that are being 
made for Israel, something in the 
nature of a thanks offering and a 
sigh of gladness whose echo would 
not die down immediately. 

One suggestion at once comes to 
mind, a suggestion that has his- 
torical precedent and is also sub- 
jectively in harmony with the na- 
ture of the occasion. Next winter 
there is scheduled to be held in 
Jerusalem the Congress of the 
World Zionist Organization. Some 
even say that this may be the last 
such Congress to be held. But 
whether it proves to be the last 
one or not, there is one thing this 
Congress could do. It could call 


upon all Zionists and Zionist sym- 
pathizers throughout the world to 
commemorate the rise of Israel by 
giving the name of Israel to all 
sons born within a year—and a 
similarly appropriate name to all 
daughters — the commencement 
and expiration of the term to be 


decided upon by the Congress. 


There can be no doubt that such 
a call would meet with a tremen- 
dous response wherever Jews live 
and are free. Nor should the sig- 
nificance of such a voluntary act 
be underestimated. It would be an 
act of faith and affirmation in con- 
tinued existence—something bad- 
ly needed by a great many Jews 
after the shock of recent years. It 
would be, in a sense, a reconcilia- 
tion with life and the world. To 
the State of Israel and to the lost 
individuals and tribes who are 
streaming to it, it would be a 
greeting of good will and remem- 
brance, and also a reminder that 
Israel is not merely an aggregate 
of so and so many square miles 
with a flag, an army, traffic regu- 
lations, diplomats serving cocktails 
and all the other impedimenta of 
independence, but likewise a prin- 
ciple and a pattern of the mystery 
of life. The bearers of the name 
would be a constant reminder. 


Dark Myth 


HE MARCH, 1950, issue of Com- 

mentary contains a symposium 
on the old bugaboo of dual loyal- 
ty. The question: Is the loyalty 
of Jewish citizens of the United 
States (or of Great Britain, or of 
Tibet) everything it should be 
when, lo, so many of them are— 
Heaven defend us!—dZionists. In 
this day of loyalty tests the debate 
on this subject is not surprising. 
Though the question in its present 
form was initially sparked by the 
Council for Judaism, no particular 
credit is due to this organization. 
It would have arisen in any case. 
Those who are by nature inclined 
to question the right of Jews to 
exist as such in the world will do 
so in any case, and if the alibi is 
not Zionism it will be communism, 
or cosmopolitanism, or witchcraft, 
or what have you. 

In this symposium, Miss Doro- 
thy Thompson upholds the view 
that “America Demands a Single 
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Loyalty.” Mr. Oscar Handlin de- 
fends the opposite view. We will 
not burden the reader with a sum- 
mary of the arguments pro and 
con. Right now this is a “timely 
topic.” In years to come intelli- 
gent people may read many of the 
things written on this subject with 
the same amusement with which 
they now read debates of a cen- 
tury ago as to whether women are 
peopk. 

There is one point, however, in 
Miss Thompson’s essay which 
shocks one to a sudden stop, a 
point which has nothing to do 
with the subject she discusses. She 
writes: “Among millions of Jews 
the reaction to the German action 
was to release a counternationalism 
of unprecedented vehemence, bear- 
ing in some of the more radical 
Zionist groups such as the Irgun- 
ists and Sternists a striking re- 
semblance to Hitler’s own con- 
cepts and working itself out .. .” 

After reading this phrase it 
suddenly becomes a matter of 
comparative indifference whether 
Miss Thompson interprets George 
Washington's Farewell Address 
correctly or not. 

The words stick in the mind: 
“Striking resemblance to Hitler’s 
own concepts” applied to Jewish 
groups. Neither now nor for a 
long time to come—perhaps never 
—must one permit oneself to 
equate Jews, any Jews, with Hit- 
lerism. To do so does not mean 
to insult Jews. That would be 
nothing. It means something much 
worse. It means giving expression 
to the dark myth by means of 
which one equates the victim with 
his tormentor and shifts the guilt 
to the victim. It is the myth of 
the sacrificial offering wherein the 
sacrifice suffers death and, in addi- 
tion, is burdened with the sins of 
the killer. 

It is difficult not to recall that 
hundreds of thousands of Jewish 
children have been slaughtered 
through the centuries for the 
mythical crime of ritual slaughter 
attributed to Jews. Today, with 
the ashes in Treblinka and Maida- 
nek still ungathered, the dark 
myth is once again putting in an 
appearance. Jews, or radical Zion- 
ists, are really Nazis. One does not 
expect such a slip from Dorothy 
Thompson. SHLOMO Katz 
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Differences Within Mapam 


by Yechiel Halpern 


: om STRIFE that occurred at the recent cop. 

ference of Mapam ended in the triumph of 
the faction that was opposed to Mapam’s pur. 
ticipation in the Government. But the differ. 
ences of opinion were not thereby ended and 
the internal struggle within Mapam is proceed. 
ing in anticipation of the next conference of the 
party which is to be held some months hencg, 
This struggle reflects fundamental differencg 
between those members of Mapam who onc 
belonged to Hashomer Hatzair and those who 
had belonged to Mapai—especially those who 
live in the communal settlements affiliated with 
Kibbutz Meuchad. (Mapam came into being 3 
a result of a merger between Hashomer Hatzair 
and Achduth Avoda, the latter a group that 
split off from Mapai.) 


Although the Cominform was not present at 
the Mapam conference it cast its shadow over 
the gathering. The speeches of the former mem- 
bers of Hashomer Hatzair indicated that they 
were deeply concerned with whether or not 
Moscow would be satisfied with the decisions 
they urged upon the conference. It was evident 
to all observers that were Moscow to favor par- 
ticipation of Mapam in the government of I: 
rael, Hashomer Hatzair spokesmen would do 
all in their power to force through such a deci- 
sion. Their opposition to entrance in the co- 
alition stemmed primarily from their fear of 
being disowned by the Communist movement, 
The question arises: Why should the Hashomer 
Hatzair wing of Mapam be so willing to sac- 
rifice Zionist interests? Why are they so afraid 
of antagonizing the Communist movement? 


The debate at the recent Mapam conference 
reflected an ideological conflict that has been 
agitating the labor movement in Israel for the 
past generation. The history of Jewish labor in 
Eretz Israel has always been marked by a strong 
trend toward unity. This trend led in the past 
first to the establishment of Achduth Avoda, 
and later to the union which resulted in the for- 
mation of Mapai. Hashomer Hatzair, on the 
other hand, was always opposed to this trend. 
Hashomer Hatzair motivated its separatism on 
the following grounds: In order that a person 
make Zionism a reality in his own life he must 
exert constant, revolutionary effort. Not every- 
one is capable of living in such a state of per- 
manent tension. To attain this state it is nec- 
essary to train a person from childhood. Such 
training is impossible in the general prevailing 
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cial setup. Nor are all people willing or capable 
of being revolutionists all their lives. Hashomer 
Hatzair has always looked upon itself as a society 
of the elect, specially brought up to follow a 
revolutionary mode of living. This justified their 
separatism from the general labor community 
in the country. 

In recent years Hashomer Hatzair approached 
the Communist movement so closely that it 
identified itself with it in all matters not per- 
taining directly to Zionism. This contributed 
still further to their isolation from the majority 
of Israel workers upon whom they looked as 
opportunists unwilling to exert themselves ade- 
quately in the struggle agajnst reaction and wor]d 
imperialism. Hashomer Hatzair’s conviction 
that “their way” was the only right one likewise 
grew firmer. It was necessary, they felt, to have 
a special organization in which the future revo- 
lutionists could be brought up from childhood 
and in which they could live apart from the rest 
of the labor community in order that they could 
become better fighters for Zionism and against 
the enemy of humanity—imperialism. Hasho- 
mer Hatzair leaders frequently assured the pub- 
lic that when the crucial moment came their 
organization would be the vanguard and the 
standard bearer. | 


AVE THE PROMISES of Hashomer Hatzair been 

fulfilled? 

The years following World War II were de- 
cisive in the history of the Jewish people and of 
Zionism. After one third of the entire Jewish 
people were exterminated by the Germans, the 
British government slammed shut the doors of 
Palestine and thus imperilled the existence of the 
Jewish community there and the last hope of 
Israel. The Jews of Palestine thereupon made 
war upon this plan and drove out the British 
from the country. 

This was the decisive revolution in the history 
of the Jewish people. It was also one of the most 
significant and courageous uprisings against im- 
perialism and its reactionary followers. It was 
in anticipation of such times that Hashomer Ha- 
tzair had set up its separate organization, fear- 
ful that the labor community as a whole, and 
Mapai, would be too opportunistic to react prop- 
erly. But did Hashomer Hatzair take the lead 
in this revolution for the sake of which it had 
separated itself from the rest of the community? 

The entire Jewish community of Palestine, 
not only the laboring elements, joined in the 
resistance to the British. One major organiza- 
tion only opposed this resistance, and this was 
Hashomer Hatzair. During the most critical 
hours when every individual counted, Hashomer 
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Hatzair saw fit to oppose the resistance, along- 
side with the handful of frightened bourgeois of 
Aliyah Hadashah. 

After Israel won its political independence on 
the battlefields the country entered a period of 
mass immigration. This Ingathering of Exiles 
is the function of the Government of Israel. No 
one except the Government and its institutions 
can carry out this task, just as some years ago 
it was impossible to force open the gates of the 
country without an armed struggle. But Ha- 
shomer Hatzair once again isolates itself from 
this historic task. It agitates against the Govern- 
ment which carries out the process of kibbutz 
galuyot just as it formerly opposed the resistance. 

During the years of the resistance Hashomer 
Hatzair constantly warned the public not to 
antagonize Great Britain. Today they can think 
of no better program for Israel than that it 
should follow the dictates of the Soviet Union. 

Hashomer Hatzair has undergone many 
changes in the course of the thirty years of its 
existence. But all these changes were consistently 
influenced and shaped by one factor from which 
it cannot liberate itself—the fear of reliance on 
our own Israeli forces. Does it not seem strange 
that this organization which always isolated it- 
self from the laboring community in order to 
bring up true revolutionists should be so 
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dominated by this curious fear psychosis) 
But Hashomer Hatzair has little faith in th 
power of the Jewish people. It believes on) 
in the strength of its organization, but this ; 
not enough. Anyone who underestimates th 
tremendous potentialities of the Jewish com. 
munities everywhere irrespective of their polit. 
ical allegiance or social stratification must en{ 
in despairing of our future. Since Hashome 
Hatzair persisted in isolating itself from the 
people, and in persuading itself that only the 
few thousand persons who belong to it are cap. 
able of daring deeds, its faith that Jews could 
accomplish their own revolution diminished, 
There is a close connection between Hashomer 
Hatzair’s theory of vanguard separatism and its 
fear of facing reality without the blessing of 
some outside sponsor. This accounts for the 
fact that Hashomer Hatzair remained outside 
the ranks during the resistance. This also ac. 
counts for their search for protection under the 
wings of the Soviet Union and international 
communism. 
The recent vote at the conference of Mapam 
in the course of which the Hashomer Hatzair 
majority in Mapam defeated a resolution that 
their party enter the government is but another 
link in the long chain of their separatism and 
consistent flight from independent action. 
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From the Israel Press 


Soviet Attack on Sharett 


Davar (Labor), commenting on 
the criticism of Mr. Sharett which 
appeared recently in the Soviet 
Literary Gazette, asks whether it 
is customary in the U.S.S.R. to 
speak in such terms of a friendly 
State and its Foreign Minister. 
The paper expands on Mr. Sharett’s 
record as a “fearless fighter of 
tyranny; a man who has bowed his 
head before no one; who has 
served only his own people and the 
vision of their deliverance”—and 
asks in what manner his actions 
can be taken as “subjection” to 
America, or “fawning” before 
Washington. Referring to the 
Literary Gazette’s attack on Israel’s 
decision not to join the Soviet- 
sponsored Peace movement, Davar 
points out that this movement is 
a propaganda agency of the 
U.S.S.R. and Israel could not ac- 
cept membership without under- 
mining her basic belief in neutral- 
ity. Mr. Mikunis (the leader of 


Israel’s Communists) or Mr. Prud- 
koff (the author of the article in 
the Literary Gazette) may dis- 
agree with this attitude, the paper 
goes on, but disagreement does not 
give them the right to call Israel’s 
Foreign Minister a “liar and a gos- 
sip who accepts the dictates of his 
American master.” Davar adds 
that Mr. Sharett’s sincere efforts 
to find a modus vivendi with 
Mapam speak for themselves and 
were unlikely to have pleased Mr. 
Acheson and certainly did not 
please the Israel Communists who 
see the possibility of Mapai-Mapam 
cooperation as a serious blow to 
themselves. It is for this reason, 
concludes the paper, that the Israel 
Communists wish to vilify the 
man who did so much to try and 
secure Mapam’s entry into the 
coalition but it might be as well 
for both Israel’s Communists and 
their masters in Moscow to realize 
that by publishing such nonsense 
about the State of Israel and its 


spokesmen they are harming Israel- 
Soviet relations. “Don’t they real- 
ize that by a calumnious attack on 
Mr. Sharett, who is honored by his 
people, they make themselves a 
laughing stock in this country and 
lessen what little influence they 
may have on public opinion. Ap- 
parently there is no real desire in 
Moscow for friendship and sin- 
cerity and mutual understanding 
between the U.S.S.R. and Israel.” 

Haboker (General Zionist) crit- 
icizing the tone of the attack on 
Mr. Sharett, says that no one can 
justly accuse the men formulating 
Israel’s foreign policy of tactless 
handling of the Soviet Union. The 
paper points out that in almost 
no other country is May Day so 
enthusiastically observed; that Is- 
rael was among the first States to 
recognize the new regime in 
China; that she still maintains nor- 
mal relations with Czechoslovakia, 
Rumania, Bulgaria and Hungary; 
and that in the U.N. she walks on 
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stilts in order not to hurt Soviet 
susceptibilities. After going on to 
declare that Israel’s occasional ab- 
stentions at the U.N. were prob- 
ably as displeasing to the U. S. as 
to the Soviet Union, Haboker con- 
cludes: “Obviously nothing short 
of total subjection will ever satisfy 
the Soviet; the word neutrality is 
not written in their political 
lexicon.” 
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Kol Ha’am (Communist), 
charges Davar of avoiding the 
main point of the accusation made 
in Literary Gazette—the failure of 
Israel to support the Soviet peace 
proposals at the U.N. and the 
gradual subjection of the country 
to the dictates of American capi- 
tal. Instead of replying to these 
accusations, the paper asserts, 
Davar attempted to divert public 
wrath against the Communist 
Party which is accused of ‘“‘fabri- 
cating lies.” Mapai politicians, 
Ko Ha’am ends, called the voters 
in the elections last year to vote 
for peace but soon proved that 
they were on the side of the Anglo- 
Americans who are preparing for 
war. 


Mapai-Mapam 


Davar declares that the condi- 
tions of the Mapam Council which 
met recently at Petah-Tiqvah for 
the entry of the party into the 
coalition differ hardly at all from 
the Mapai program as set down in 
its manifesto. The Mapam condi- 
tions, which the Council alleges 
Mapai rejected, include the proviso 
that Israel shall not enter into any 
agreement, political treaty, loan or 
economic arrangements directed 
against any third State—and this, 
says Davar, was the principle 
offered by Mapai itself as the com- 
mon basis of the coalition. Fur- 
thermore, the right of Mapam to 
a free vote in the Knesset on the 
question of the acceptance of any 
annexation of Arab Palestine by 
Transjordan and on certain reli- 
gious and constitutional matters 
which was demanded in the 
Mapam Council resolutions, had 
been offered to the party by Mapai. 
The paper claims that Al Hamish- 
mar’s attempt to accuse Mapai of 
responsibility for the failure to 
reach an agreement does not hide 
the fact that it was no conflict over 
specific conditions but merely a 
general lack of readiness on 
Mapam’s part which led to the 
breakdown of the talks. 

Al Hamishmar says that Ma- 
pam’s hand is still extended to- 
wards Mapai for the formation of 
a common labor front whereas 
Mapai was obviously only interes- 
ted during the negotiations in se- 
curing a broadening of the coali- 
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tion to balance Mapam against ¢, 
Religious Bloc and vice versa, y, 
der the direction of Mapai in 4, 
spirit of the present policy, 1, 
such an interest—Mapam’s ansy, 
is No. 


W.F.T.U. 


Davar, commenting on the deg 
sion of the W.F.T.U. to sever jy 
ties with Trade Unions in Yy 
slavia, recalls Israel’s opposition t 
the decision of the “westem’ 
unions to leave the W.F.TU. q 
the grounds that this was a polit. 
cal step and says the State canny 
view the latest W.F.T.U. mop 
in any different light. Israel’s feay 
that the W.F.T.U. would becom 
an instrument in the hands of on 
political ideology have been rein. 
forced, says the paper, by the lit. sh 
est W.F.T.U. resolution. — 

Kol Ha’am alleges that Isr) ™? me 
will use the expulsion of the Yugo) *P he 
slav Trade Unions from th) 8 a 
W.F.T.U. as an excuse for th pot , 
Histadrut to “serve the interen) VidU 
of Washington” by ceding fron} Sf ° 


“lth re 
the organization. The P ; 
carried | 


the pap 





Restitution From the 
Germans 


Hatzofehb, (Mizrachi) com 
menting on the decision of th 
Jewish Agency, the A.J.D.C. ani 
the World Jewish Congress t 
send a joint committee to Ger 
many to negotiate with the Amer 
ican and German authorities : 
final settlement of Jewish proper 
ty claims, says it cannot have ben) % the 1 
an easy one to make for there i! ish peo 
not a Jew who does not recoil) point < 


Jew 
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from direct contact with the Nai} Peatly 
murderers. Nevertheless, the pape) Ves, 
continues, there is no alternative Mayor 
and a settlement is likely to he)! —him 
large scale immigrant absorption) Just 
The paper insists that individul| t0P¢ ‘ 
claims must not be put forwari| 4m 
as this may indefinitely delay 1) *broa 
settlement and suggests the dis| least 
patch of a general Jewish com-| Count 
mittee to act on behalf of all in| Mr. 
stitutions. Hatzofeh also demand! shows 
that the term ‘“‘compensation’) °C ¢ 
never be used in the negotiations) ‘ttic 
which are strictly a technical affait} Even 
to secure the restitution of stolen} ‘ePor 
property. The Jewish nation wil) om 
{ 


never forget or forgive the act) 
of the Germans and the policy off State 
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total boycott must remain so long 
4no change of heart is felt by the 
German people and no public ad- 
mission of the immensity of the 
crime committed against the Jews 
has been made officially. 

Davar writing on “Compensa- 
tin from Germany” states that 
any settlement with Germany 
must have no sequel. There is no 
room for any change in the pres- 
ent relations of Israel with Ger- 
many, the paper states and points 
out that even the British and the 
French were not induced to ex- 
tend their hand to the Germans 
with the signing of the Versailles 
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treaty. It must be clear that Israel 
will have no part in the rehabilita- 
tion and development of Germany. 
The paper cites, as a particular 
achievement, the fact that all 
Jewish institutions demanding 
compensation from Germany have 
appeared as a united body ensur- 
ing that the representation will be 
strictly official without any indi- 
vidual arrangements or by the 
grace of the German authorities. 
The present negotiations must be 
carried into the East of Germany, 
the paper concludes. 


Jewish Capitalists in the 
Diaspora 


Davar asserts today that Jewish 
capitalists abroad who postpone 
emigration and the investment of 
their capital, do so not out of any 
fear of Socialism but because they 
live in comfort and are indifferent 
to the national interest of the Jew- 
ish people. The paper says that this 
point of view, which has been re- 
peatly stressed by Labor represent- 
atives, has been confirmed by the 
Mayor of Nathanya, Mr. Ben Ami 
—himself a capitalist—who has 
just returned from a trip to Eu- 
rope and Britain made with the 
aim of interesting capitalists 
abroad to emigrate to Israel or at 
least invest their money in the 
country. Nevertheless, adds Davar, 
Mr. Ben Ami’s experience has 
shown that if Israel capitalist do 
not content themselves with sterile 
Criticism, success can be achieved. 
Even if only some of the plans 
reported by Mr. Ben Ami on his 
arrival home succeed, the absorb- 
tive capacity and economy of the 
State will have been increased. 
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FLY KLM—NEW YORK TO 


ISRAEL 


@ y 
- 7 f, , Leave New York at 10 A.M. 
} i ~— Arrive in Lydda the next day 


at 8:30 P. M. 












KLM SERVES 52 COUNTRIES 
ON 5 CONTINENTS 
SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT or call KLM Royal 
Dutch Airlines, 572 Fifth Avenue, New York 19. 
N. Y. LUxemburg 2-4000. 
WORLD'S FIRST AIRLINE 1919-1950 












FREE GOLF 


OPEN May 19 
to June 19 


Heated Rooms 


@ FAIRYLAND 4 JUNE 
IDEAL VACATION TIME 


9 HOLE GOLF COURSE 


ON PREMISES 


9 Clay Tennis Courts 




















GIFTS TO ISRAEL 


THROUGH 


==MANOTH YAN 1 111 ef 


Gift Service of the ISRAELI WAR VETERANS 
In cooperation with the 


JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ ALLIANCE 
e Kosher Food Packages e Electrical Appliances 























Parcel "A" (13 Ibs. net)...$10.00 MANOTH, Inc. 
Parcel "B" (20 Ibs. net)... 14.85 401 Broadway, N. Y. 13, N. Y. 
Parcel "C" (19 Ibs. net)... 13.85 Room 507 CA 6-4069 - 4081 











Manoth Offices Outside New York: 


317 So. Vermont Avenue, Suite 202, Los Angeles 5, Calif. : 
717 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 6, Pa. 13722 Linwood, Detroit 6, Mich. 
72 East 11th Street, Room 618, Chicago, Ill. 
161 Devonshire Street, Room 1016, Boston 10, Mass. 
Cotlar’s Parcel Service, 2328 Franklin Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 




















HAPPY SHEVUOTH 


— The House of CALVERT— 


**Gladness of the heart 
is the life of man’ 





CALVERT DISTILLERS CORPORATION e NEW YORK CITY 
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THE NATIONAL JEWISH POST 
509 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 


Name. 


At last the kind of a national 
Jewish Weekly the community 
of 5,000,000 Jews deserve; at 
last a newspaper packed with 
unbiased news, news reported 
by the only nation-wide net- 
work of staff correspondents. 


ACCLAIMED 
NATIONALLY 


Rabbi Robert Gordis 
Rockaway Park, N. Y. 


“The best Jewish news weekly in 
America today is the National 
Jewish Post. . . . It is briskly writ- 
ten, pulls no punches and is 


American to the grass roots... .” 


The Late Rabbi Milton Steinberg 
Park Avenue Synagogue 
“The National Jewish Post .. . 
will give you the facts, concisely 
and colorfully. . . . It will inform 
you; at times it will inspire you; 
not infrequently it will infuriate 
you. But it will never bore you.” 
Rabbi Max Arzt 
Jewish Theological Seminary 


a fearless champion of truth.” 


| THE NATIONAL 





JEWISH POST 





Printed in English 





| 509 Fifth Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 
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“By energetic action, the wall g 
indifference can be broken dow 
and those who hesitate can be jy 
duced to immigrate to Israel ; 
invest their money here.” __ 


Financial Position of Electr 
Corporation , 


Ha’ Aretz details the growth g 
the Palestine Electric Corporati 
and the need for increased 
city to meet the growing need 
of large scale immigration. Thy 
paper says that in 1948 the regi, 
tered share capital was IL.4,00 
000 and that new share capital) 
now being issued to cover th 
credit granted by certain Banks iy 
1948. For the first time since th 
end of the Mandate, it goes ¢ 
the British Treasury is permitting 
the issue of shares (IL.800,000) 
for an Israel concern and shar 
are also being issued in Israel ¢ 
a sum total of IL.224,424 as 
result of which the Electric Cg 
poration’s extensions will be cor 
solidated. Nevertheless, deci 
Ha’aretz, the present capital i 
crease is only a drop in th 
bucket and in the coming yea 
it will be necessary to increz 
the corporation’s capital to at le 
IL.10,000,000 — recruited mostly 
from abroad. 


Spanish Youth Seeks Refuge 
In Israel 


“Israel is a free country and 
want to live in it” a Spanish 
Christian youth told a Justice of 
the Peace in a Haifa court recently 
when he was tried for illegally 
entering the country. He was dé 
tained by Haifa harbor poli¢t 
when he jumped off the Norwegiat 
tanker “Kongsrad” and tried t 
swim ashore. He also said that ak 
though he was a Christian, he wa 
to the best of his information 4 
descendant of the Spanish Mat 
annoes. His family fought agains 
the French regime and when hi 
time came to enlist he fled # 
France. He finally decided that 
his place was in Israel and 
boarded a Norwegian ship bound 





for Haifa. He was sentenced to} 


days jail or a IL.7 fine and th 
Magistrate stressed that he did not 


recommend the young man’s de) 


portation. 








